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We are glad you are joining us for worship at  

O  S ’  L  C  
You are Welcome here!  

Please fill out the Pew Pads for registering your attendance and communion 
participation. If you would like a pastoral call or want to join OSLC, please check those 
boxes and include contact information. 

During the Offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates. In addition to placing gifts 
in the plates, this QR code can be used if you would like to give electronically through 
Tithe.ly 

We have an open table for Holy Communion with two options to receive communion: 

1) Come forward, at the direction of the ushers, to receive communion by Intinction. 
You will receive a wafer (gluten free available) and then dip it either in the wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  

Children and others not wishing to receive communion may come forward 
with their hands folded to receive a blessing. Otherwise, come forward 
with you palms open to receive a wafer.  

2) Stay in your pew and use the self-contained communion cups (wafer on the top 
and grape juice on the bottom). These are located in the rear of the sanctuary as you 
walk in.  

There are portions of the worship service when the assembly is invited to stand. Feel 
free to sit anytime during worship. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation gathers with a time for quiet reflection and meditation 

Prelude, Welcome & Announcements  

Words of Welcome & Call to Worship 

L Tonight, on the longest night of the year, we acknowledge that, for many people, 
Christmas is a time of loneliness, sorrow, alienation, and sadness. This service offers 
a way for people to claim those feelings and still feel surrounded by the 
compassionate love of God. For all those who are carrying heavy loads this time of 
year, we hope this service will offer solace for the soul. 

GATHERING 
Greeting  please stand as you are able 

L The light of our Lord Jesus Christ, the warmth of God,  
 and the hope of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 

Song: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW #240 



Prayer 

L Creator of the stars of night,  
 bless the long hours of this night with the warmth of your presence.  

C Come to all who suffer in any way.  

L Grant rest to the weary, freedom to those who are burdened,  
 and bright hope to those who despair.  

C Strengthen us as we await your coming once again,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  you may be seated 

Solo: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” arr. by Mark Hayes 

Song: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  ELW #272 



Prayer 

L God of love and understanding,  

C We gather here this evening to confront our pain  
 in the midst of the world’s celebration.  

L Help us know that you are present with us  
 in all of our moods and feelings and seasons.  

C Grant us a taste of the hope, peace, joy, and love that you promise  
 to all of your people through the gift of your son Jesus. Amen.  

Candle Lighting Litany 

L We light four candles tonight in honor of our loved ones.  
 We light one for our grief, one for our courage,  
 one for our memories, and one for our love.  

R This candle represents our grief.  
 We own the pain of losing loved ones,  
 of dreams that go unfulfilled,  
 of hopes that evaporate in despair.  

Leader lights a candle; brief silence follows. 

L This candle represents our courage.  
 It symbolizes the courage to confront our sorrow,  
 to comfort each other,  
 to share our feelings honestly and openly with each other,  
 and to dare to hope in the midst of pain.  

Reader lights a candle; a brief silence follows. 

R This candle represents our memories.  
 For the times we laughed together, cried together,  
 were angry with each other or overjoyed with each other.  
 We light this candle for the memories  
 of caring and joy we shared together.  

Leader lights a candle; a brief silence follows 



L This candle represents our love.  
 The love we have given, and the love we have received.  
 The love that has gone unacknowledged and unfelt,  
 and the love that has been shared in times of joy and sorrow.  

Reader lights a candle; a brief silence follows. 

R You are invited to come forward to light one of the candles  
 to remember a loved one who can’t be with you this Christmas.  
 You can also light a candle to express a loss: 
 of a job, a home, a relationship, your health. 

Solo: “The Longest Night of the Year” by Mary Chapin Carpenter 

When all the people have had the opportunity to light candles  
the leader continues 

L We light the Christ candle,  
 remembering that Jesus Christ is always in the center of our lives.  
 He hears our cries, he knows our hearts and,  
 in the midst of all our thoughts and emotions,  
 he offers us hope and healing.  

Reader lights the Christ candle. 

Prayer 

L Let us pray.  

C Comforting God,  
 wrap us in your presence in this time of remembrance.  

L With these candles, help us find your light,  
 a light that will guide us day by day, step by step,  
 as we try to live life fully and wholly.  

C We cherish the special ways in which we have been touched by our loved ones.  
 We thank you for the gift their lives have been to us.  
 Now comfort us, encourage us, empower us.  
 Amen. 



WORD 
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the L , in the majesty of 
the name of the L  his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to 
the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

R Word of God, word of life. C  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-55  please stand as you are able 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st Chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a ful-
fillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to gen-
eration. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He 
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise 
he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

P The Gospel of the Lord. C  Praise to you, O Christ.  
    you may be seated 



Children’s Sermon   

Sermon  Rev. Jon Strasman, Pastor 

Song: “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”  ELW #561 
 please stand as you are able 



HEALING 

The order for healing is an expression in worship 
of the church’s ministry of healing. Here all who 
sense the need of God’s healing in any aspect of 
their lives may join in prayer for others and 
themselves. Here each person may come to receive 
a word of blessing and prayer. Here each one may 
also receive a physical gesture of healing: the 
laying on of hands, which may be accompanied by 
anointing with oil. These signs, first given in 
baptism, tell us again that we are sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked forever with the cross of 
Christ, who is health and salvation for the world. 

Introduction 

P In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that come 
through the scientific community nor does it promise a cure. Rather, the church 
offers and celebrates gifts such as these:   

  God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of suffering,  
 God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and  

  God’s love embodied in the community of faith. 

L Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the 
disciples to continue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and 
anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we 
now entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 

Prayers of the People 

L Lord, in your mercy,  

C  Receive our prayer. 

L Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts,  
 in the name of Jesus Christ .  

C Amen.  you may be seated 



Laying On of Hands 

P Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and 
wholeness in the name of the triune God. 

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands and anointing  
may come forward down the center aisle to kneel or stand at the rail. 

Please return to your pew using the side aisles. 

You are invited to go to the rear of the sanctuary  
to light a candle in memory of a loved one  

or for someone you are praying for. 

Special Music 

Healing Prayer 

P Let us pray together: 

C Living God,  
  through the laying on of hands,  
  grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing.  
 When we are afraid, give us courage;  
 when afflicted, give us patience;  
 when dejected, give us hope;  
 and when alone, assure us of the support of your holy people.  
 We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  

Healing Blessing 

P Almighty God,  
  who is a strong tower to all,  
  to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and obey,  
 be now and evermore your sure defense,  
 and help you to know that the name given to us for health and salvation  
 is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 



 

MEAL 

The Offering 
This QR code can be used  

to give electronically through Tithe.ly 

Offering Song: “We Are Waiting for Jesus” ACS #905 



 

 

 

Offering Prayer  please stand as you are able 

P Let us pray: 

C Creator God, 
 you made the whole world, 
 even the farthest stars, 
 and you draw near to feed us. 
 We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Strengthen us with this food 
 that we may live in expectation 
 for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
Communion  you may be seated 

P God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 

Communion Song: “Lamb of God”  ELW Holy Communion Setting 4 



Communion Song: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  ELW #257 



 

 

Table Blessing  please stand as you are able 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you always in God’s grace. 

C Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

C Generous God,  
 we thank you for the gift of life,  
 for the bread of salvation. 

 We thank you for coming among us,  
 for leading us into peace. 

 We thank you for showering us with mercy,  
 for sending us into the world. 

 Come, Lord Jesus, 
 and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.  
 Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 

P God of endings and beginnings,  
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey,  
 bless and keep you now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Sending Song: “Love Has Come” ELW #292 

Dismissal   

P   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

You may remain in the Sanctuary for prayer/meditation. 

Please be respectful of those wishing to remain in silence. 


