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We are glad you are joining us for worship at  

O  S ’  L  C  
You are Welcome here!  

Please fill out the Pew Pads for registering your attendance and 
communion participation. If you would like a pastoral call or want to join 
OSLC, please check those boxes and include contact information. 

During the Offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates. In addition to 
placing gifts in the plates, this QR code can be used if you would like to 
give electronically through Tithe.ly 
 

 

 

We have an open table for Holy Communion with two options to receive 
communion: 

1) Come forward, at the direction of the ushers, to receive communion by 
Intinction. You will receive a wafer (gluten free available) and then dip 
it either in the wine (red) or grape juice (white).  

 Children and others not wishing to receive communion may come 
 forward with their hands folded to receive a blessing. Otherwise, 
 come  forward with you palms open to receive a wafer.  

2) Stay in your pew and use the self-contained communion cups (wafer 
on the top and grape juice on the bottom). These are located in the rear 
of the sanctuary as you walk in.  



 

 

O   W  

Prelude            Jim Miller, Music Director 

Welcome & Announcements            Sue Schultz, Worship Assistant 

Call To Worship            Bell Toll 

 

GATHERING 

Advent Wreath Lighting & Blessing 

A  Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

C You fasten righteousness around your waist 
 and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

A Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 
 and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.  

C We ask that peace abound,  
 until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.  
 Amen. 



Gathering Song: “We Are Waiting for Jesus”      ACS #905 

Confession and Forgiveness 

A Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,  
 who opens the heavens and draws near to us with salvation. 

C Amen. 

A God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 
 Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection 



 

A Everlasting God,  

C You love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 
 We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 
  that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 
 We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 
 We choose comfort over courage. 
 We are careless with creation’s bounty. 
 Look upon us with mercy. 
 Turn our hearts again to you. 
 Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 
  for the sake of our waiting world.  
 Amen. 

A Hear these words of assurance: 
 God clothes you with garments of salvation 
  and covers you with robes of righteousness. 
 In the tender compassion of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
 God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all.  

C Amen. 

 

Greeting 

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



Kyrie           ELW #155 

Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God” sing twice     ACS #911 



Prayer of the Day 

C  Stir up our hearts, Lord God,  
  to prepare the way of your only Son.  
 By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

Special Music: “Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming”      Joyous Ringers 

Arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski 

WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is 
paid, that she has received from the L ’s hand double for all her sins. 



 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the L , make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall be-
come level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the L  shall 
be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the L  has spoken.” 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are 
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the L  blows upon it; surely the people 
are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tid-
ings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, 
the Lord G  comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bos-
om, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

R Word of God, word of life.  

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation         ELW #174 

 



 

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 13th Chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of re-
pentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more power-
ful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.”   

P The Gospel of the Lord.    

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon   

Sermon              Rev. Jon Strasman, Pastor 



Hymn of the Day: “All Earth Is Hopeful”     ELW #266 



 

Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

A Merciful God,     

C  Receive our prayer. 

A Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts,  
 and restore us with your great and everlasting mercy.  
C Amen. 



MEAL 
The Offering 

Special Music: “Ding Dong! Merrily On High”       Joyous Ringers 
Arranged by Michael A. Burkhardt 

 
Offering Prayer 

C God our provider, 
 by your merciful hand  
 abundance springs up from the earth. 
 Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 
 Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 
 and faithfulness for all people, 
 through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 Amen. 



Words of Institution  

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

Communion 

P  Come taste and see that God is good! 

Lamb of God          ELW #195 



Communion Song: “In the Bleak Midwinter”   ELW #294 

Additional Communion Song if needed 

“What Feast of Love” ELW #487 

 



 

 

Table Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you always in God’s grace. 

C Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

C Generous God, 
 in bread and cup you have revealed your glory 
 for all people to see together. 
 Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 
 your good news of liberation and release, 
 brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P The God of peace bless you, 
 the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 
 and the anointing of the Spirit remain upon you 
 now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Sending Song: “Prepare the Royal Highway”     ELW #264 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 


