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 December 2021 

Life Together 
Dear Our Savior’s,   
You probably have heard by now that Vicar Kellie’s Accelerated Ministry Program internship at Our 
Savior’s has ended as of November 20/21.  She was slated to be here for 3 years, but in a mutual 
agreement with Kellie, Wartburg Seminary, her ELCA Candidacy Committee in Texas, and me as her 
supervisor, the seminary felt it was best to end the internship now.  The plan would be to give Kellie 
time to be home for Christmas, do a January-term assignment at the Texas border, and to process, 
and continue her pastoral formation as a residential student at the seminary in the spring.  She will be 
placed at a new ministry site after that.  Kellie’s ending here will be a new beginning elsewhere on her 
ministry journey.   
 

The speed and timing of this ending is a shock to the system.  Without any warning, many of you 
heard Kellie give a farewell address to the congregation at the end of both the Saturday and Sunday 
services this past weekend.    One person said to me after service, “this is like a death”.  And it is.  
There is real grief and it raises many questions about her leaving.  I will do my best here to explain 
what I can while preserving Kellie’s legacy of ministry at Our Savior’s.   
 

Wartburg Seminary has offered to be present with us in worship the weekend of November 27/28.  The 
Rev. Stacey Nalean-Carlson, Interim Director of Contextual Education, will be here to preach and help 
lead worship along with providing more context about Kellie’s leaving.  She will also thank the congre-
gation for our role in being the first congregation to accept an AMP student as a collaborative learning 
site and for the love and grace we showed Kellie while she was here.     
 

Now from my perspective:  I was feeling for a while that my supervision style and marathon approach 
to effecting change in the church wasn’t a fit for Kellie and her gifts and passions.  Behind the scenes 
Kellie and I had many spirited conversations about theology, social justice, and preaching.  Often times 
I would walk away from our supervisory sessions feeling like things were unresolved and disconnect-
ed.  I know Kellie felt it too.  I started feeling more anxiety within myself and for the congregation as a 
whole.  I don’t believe I was in a healthy place to continue to supervise Kellie.  
 

On Tuesday, November 16
th
, I met with the Collaborative Learning Committee and contacted the semi-

nary.  I gave Kellie a week off so I could process what I was feeling.  They immediately followed up 
with Kellie and met with her on campus.  In speaking with Kellie, the seminary determined that her time 
here and my supervision would not be a sustainable fit for the long haul.  Once that was determined, a 
plan for Kellie’s leave taking was set in motion.  Kellie’s leave taking was supposed to be the weekend 
of November 27 – 28 with a representative of the seminary present.  But Kellie’s dad was coming to 
help her move, and the timing of his vacation moved her farewell address up to last weekend.  She 
and I met before the service on Saturday and covenanted on the language she would share. 
 

Most of these conversations between Kellie and I happened behind the scenes, and I think both of us 
realized it wouldn’t be healthy to continue.  Kellie will be well cared for by the seminary, she will experi-
ence daily worship, and be a part of a supportive community of peers.  Wartburg felt that Kellie would 
benefit greatly from being a residential student for a while.   
 

Continued on next page 
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There is a micro and macro 
piece to Kellie’s leaving.  There 
is the part that affects Kellie, 
me, and Our Savior’s.  There is 
big hole that will be left by Kel-
lie’s absence among us.  She 
will be greatly missed. It is right 
to grieve and ask questions.  
The macro piece is that the 
AMP program is a new pro-
gram.  For me personally, of the 
10 seminary interns I super-
vised in Oregon, I never had a 
student with no or very little 
pastoral formation from the 
seminary.  I need to process 
how I supervised Kellie more.  
All of the students I supervised 
in Oregon came with 3 or 4 
years of pastoral formation at 
Wartburg Seminary and with 
CPE (clinical pastoral education 
(chaplaincy) under their belt. 
The seminary is looking at Kel-
lie’s ending here as a way to 
improve this program going for-
ward. 
 

I am thankful for Kellie’s minis-
try among us. Going forward, I 
will rely on the help of lay minis-
ters in worship and in confirma-
tion.   I will be staffing the Chil-
dren’s Ministry Associate posi-
tion after a time of healing.  We 
will still have a Christmas pro-
gram at the 1PM worship on 
Christmas Eve. Is there a group 
of parents or caring adults that 
can help me organize this?  It 
will be simple but meaningful 
this year.  I promise that we will 
have a Sunday school.  I am 
committed to that.  And I hope 
to staff the gym for the Bible 
Study that I am leading on the 
Gospel of John on Sundays.   
 

Peace, 
Pastor Jon Strasman 
Please call me  with any further 
questions or concerns.  Here is 
my cell phone  (541)260-7661 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter Cont…      Worship and Events... 
Worship Services in December 

 

 

Join us for In-Person Worship  
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Interactive Family Worship on December 24 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

No need to RSVP for regular in-person services. 
 Masks are required. Social distancing applies.  

 

Christmas Worship Services 
 

December 24 at 1:00, 3:00 (already full), 5:00 & 10:00 p.m. 
December 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Please call the office to RSVP. Space is limited. 
 Masks are required. Social distancing applies.  

 

Or Join Us For Virtual/On-line Worship   
Sundays – 9:00 a.m.  

on Our Facebook and You Tube Channels 

Advent Mid-Week Services 
 

Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM during advent 
for Holden Evening Prayer.  These services will be held on De-
cember 1st, 8th, 15th & 22

nd
 and will last about a half hour. 

 

 

Christmas Worship Services 
 
Bring the family and join us for Worship this year on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. Worship times are 1:00, 3:00, 5:00 and 10:00 
PM on the 24

th
, and 9:00 AM on the 25

th
. Reservations are required 

ad pews will be assigned in an effort to help ushers with enforcing 
CDC guidelines.  Masks are required yet at this time.   
 
For reservations, e-mail the church at officemanager@our-
saviors.org, call the church office (920)725-3956, or stop in during 
normal business hours (M-Th 9am-1pm, Wed 4pm-8pm or Fri 9am-
noon) to pick out your pew!  Alternate options:  dial in to 88.5FM 
from your vehicle in our parking lot during worship, or Live stream 
worship on Facebook or YouTube.   
 
Contact Andrea in the office if you need assistance. (Please note 
that the 3:00 worship is already filled.) 
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“God’s Work. Our Hands” - Yes, YOU can make a difference! Here are 
some opportunities to share God’s love in our community. 

Outreach Opportunities... 3   

Christmas Giving Ideas 
 

It’s not too late for putting a smile on a child’s face, but hurry - the 
deadline is December 5! Please check out the whole list for the 
Brigade wishes, or grab a paper ornament from the Christmas 
“tree.” Please drop off your unwrapped gifts at Our Savior’s; there’s 
a box and a bin in the gathering area. If you need to drop off after 
you’re finished at work, our office manager (Andrea) is in her office 
on Wednesday evenings. As always, thank you for being so gener-
ous! 
 
Looking for another way to help out this Christmas?  We are look-
ing for donations of SHAVING CREAM and CHRISTMAS COOK-
IES for the Christmas Community Dinner to be held on Saturday, 
December 11 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Specifically, 140 cans 
of shaving cream and 8 dozen cookies are needed. You can drop 
off the cans at church in the bin labeled CHRISTMAS COMMUNI-
TY DINNER by December 6. Please contact Carol Swannell about 
the cookies. Thank you!   carolswannell1@gmail.com or 920-540-
9598. 
 
 
 

Bake and Buy  
 

During the weekend of The Advent Choral service, December 18-
19, the Guatemala Mission Trippers will be holding a Christmas 
Cookie Sale and are counting on all of the great bakers at OSLC to 
“Bring on the Sweets.” In addition to Christmas cookies, there will 
be Guatemalan bags for sale from Mycrow Angels and also a Silent 
Auction featuring metal sculptures created by Kevin Hilegas. Get 
your Christmas baking and shopping done all at once! 

-Starting December 4, anyone wishing to bake cookies for our 
sale can pick up Styrofoam trays and ziplock bags either 
during church services or in the church office during the 
week. 

-Bake your holiday favorites and package them on the trays in-
side a ziplock bag. Write or attach a tag with what kind they 
are and if they have any special qualities, like Gluten Free or 
Peanut/Nut Free. 

-Bring them to church starting Wednesday, December 15 and 
display them on the Christmas Table in the Gathering area. 

 

If you’d like to purchase cookies, we ask that you make free will of-
fering (suggested donation $5) in exchange for a tray of cookies!  
(There is a rumor that there may be homemade Lefse!)  

Family Event at 
Church 

 

Please join us for decorating the 
Christmas trees and the Church 
on Saturday, December 4, at 
9:00 a.m. We will meet in the 
Gathering Area. Many hands 
make light the work! Don’t forget 
to wear a mask.  
 
You can sign up on the clip-
board in the Gathering Area.  
Questions? Contact Ardy Kreu-
ter at akreuter@new.rr.com or 
920-470-4701. Sponsored by 
the Worship Team. 
 
Caroling this year has been can-
celed due to COVID restrictions. 

 
 

Meat Raffle 
 

Mark your calendar for the first 
ever Meat Raffle to support the 
Guatemala Mission Trip. It will 
be held on February 6 at the 
DOME in Neenah. The event will 
include a silent auction. Watch 
for details. 

mailto:carolswannell1@gmail.com
mailto:akreuter@new.rr.com
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In Other News...                         4   

 

Bible Study Continues 
 

Pastor Jon Strasman is teaching a new Bible Study on the Gospel 
of John in the library after church on Sundays.  It is open to all.  It 
will continue each Sunday around 10 AM (or sooner).  No Bible ex-
perience is necessary to attend.  Bring a Bible if you have one or we 
can provide one. We will walk through the Gospel of John verse by 
verse, develop a vocabulary list common to John, identify all the “I 
AM” statements in John, look at all the promises of our faith includ-
ed in John, and deal with some of the difficult anti-Jewish rhetoric 
found in John.  This is a great place to start if you want to get back 
into reading the Bible with others.   
 

Come and see!  Come when you can!  We will be masking for this 
study until the Rise Again Team lets us know otherwise.  
 

 

Misc. Church Notes 
 

Our Chancel Choir is still looking for additional members.  Practice 
is Wednesday evenings form 7:00pm to 8:00pm.  All skill levels em-
braced, anyone 9th grade or older.   
 

Call out for yarn for baby sweaters.  Needed for the layettes we 

provide to LWR (Lutheran World Relief).  No wool or cot-

ton.  Worsted weight (regular) or sport yarn is good.  Can use up 
your extra skeins if they are sizable.  Donations can be dropped off 
at the church office.  
 

Replenish the Prayer Pantry Blessing Box on Lennox Street with 

items that won't freeze! Please donate dry food products such as cereal, 
dry meal mixes like "Helpers", Soup Mixes.  Drop them in the bins at 
church on the weekend or during office hours during the week. 
Many thanks! 

OSLC Dial-a-Ride 
FREE local transportation 

available to OSLC       
members Age 60+ 

  
Are you in need of a ride to 
church, the grocery store, phar-
macy, or a medical appoint-
ment? Together with the City of 
Neenah, we are pleased to offer 
the Dial-a-Ride program as a 
complimentary service to our 
church seniors who may need a 
little assistance getting out and 
about. The funding for this pro-
gram has been donated through 
a memorial fund established by 
the family of Delores “Dee” 
Klein, a long-time member of 
Our Savior’s.  
  
This transportation service is 
available for travel via taxi within 
the local area to members age 
60+ and is for Neenah and 
Menasha residents only. The 
Dial-a Ride vouchers are availa-
ble on a first-come, first-served 
basis while supplies last. If you 
are interested in using this pro-
gram or if you would like further 
information, please contact An-
drea in the Church office at 
(920) 725-3956 or by email 
at along@our-saviors.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule a Meeting 
with Pastor Jon 

 

Pastor Jon Strasman - jstras-
man@our-saviors.org   |   pastor-
jonstrasman.youcanbook.me 

 

December Events 

 December 1, Advent Worship at 6:30 
December 4, Decorating the Church at 9:00 a.m. 

December 8, Advent Worship at 6:30 
December 15, Advent Worship at 6:30 

December 18-19, Carols Worship Service 
December 18-19, Cookie Sale & Guatemala Bag Sale 

December 22, Advent Worship at 6:30 
December 24, Christmas Eve Worship at 1, 3, 5 and 10PM 

December 25, Christmas Day Worship at 9AM 

mailto:along@our-saviors.org
mailto:jstrasman@our-saviors.org
mailto:jstrasman@our-saviors.org
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Council Meeting Minutes 

November 9, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor’s Report:   
1 Memorial. 

OSLC is hosting Thanksgiving Eve Worship with Gloria Dei and St. Marks on 11/24 @ 6:30pm. 
Mid-week Advent Worship will begin 12/1 at 6:30pm.  We will do Holden Evening Prayer each of the 

four Wednesdays in Advent.  Services will be about 30 minutes.   
Christmas Eve worship will be at 1, 3, 5, and 10pm.  The 1pm will be an interactive family Christmas 

Worship.  We will be taking reservations soon to see what the demand is for Christmas Eve.  We 
will have a 9am Christmas Day worship with Vicar Kellie preaching.   There will be no 5 pm Christ-
mas Day Worship.   

 
Vicar’s Report:   
Interactive Family Worship will be held on November 14 with first communion and first bibles being 

handed out. 

Sunday School cancelled until November 28.  Will kick off again with an Advent event  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  October income was $36,321.  September expenses were $28,261.  YTD in 
black is $92,298 which includes $59,000 PPE.  Move money from help fund to regular checking ac-
count.   
    
Membership/Attendance Reports:  Rise Again to re-evaluate service structure – may need to add 
another service on Sunday.  Will follow up with Office Manager on new member reporting. 
    
Ministry Team Reports: 
Building and Grounds-Kevin Schabo: Heating will be done 11/10.  Chris fixed holes in wall. 
Finance – Sue Schultz:  Budget done.  Next meeting 11/11.  Stewardship meeting TBD.   
Learn and Grow/Youth – N/A:  Look to revamp committee   
Security and Safety – Ben Lochner:  Will need to get new council members access codes.  
Serve and Reach – TBD:  Attached 10/19 minutes. 
Worship and Music – Graham Bradley:  Working on interactive kids’ service Christmas Eve at 1:00.  

How to plan services in the future.  Still need chairperson.  No Christmas caroling this year. 
 
Old Business: 
Annual Meeting Follow-up:  How to handle Memorial rejected requests.     
 
Next Council Meeting:  December 14, 2021 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Terry, Council Secretary 

 
 
 

5   Council Minutes...                         
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   - Our Mission Statement - 
Gather and grow with God’s spirit in order to love and serve others. 

Generous Congregation... 
 

YTD Totals Through October 

                               Budgeted        Actual         

          Income              $348,833        $395,442  

          Expenses           $367,383        $303,144 

        Balance            ($  18,550)       $ 92,298                                 

Generous People…                

Memorials & Honorariums                  

Received 
 

 
 

A special thank you to those who remembered 
 

Connie Buksyk 

 

Check out our online    
donation feature through 
Tithe.ly on our website at 

www.our-saviors.org. 
Simply click the GIVE 

NOW  button to see the 
different ways you can 

give. 

November            

Pastoral Acts... 

 

Funerals 
  

Larry Lancaster 
-November 13 

 
 

First Communion 
November 13 

 
Camden Bartlett 
Jacob Lockner 

Miley Van Zummeren 

Follow Us Online 
 

Facebook:  @oursaviorsneenah 
Instagram:  @oursaviorsneenah 

TikTok:       @our.saviors 
 

Spotify, Apple, and Google (podcasts):  OSLC - Neenah, WI 
 

Website:   our-saviors.org 
 

OSLC Phone App: In the App Store, search ‘Church App’ and 
‘Tithe.ly’. Download the app and then search for Our Savior’s –

Neenah 
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Serve & Reach Committee Minutes...                         
 

 

Notes for 11/16/21 OSLC Serve and Reach Committee via ZOOM  
 

 
Encouragement Ministry – Ardy Kreuter 

Met 9/28/21, next meeting 12/28/21, would like names of people for encouragement notes 
 

Pillars Adult Shelter Meal – Pam Garman 
Update Oct 28 – Andrea planned the meal and cooked the turkey, then covid hit her house! Cindy 

Boehm and Garmans completed the meal at church and Todd and Ashley Stevenson, Joan Terry, 
and Garmans served! 
Next meal – December 23, Jennifer Baldwin will be preparing 
We may consider “serve only” on the odd months 
 

Community Table at St Pauls Meal – Carol Swannell 
Next meal Nov 30. As of this time meals will continue to be “to go” for 2022  
OSLC donation for the Christmas dinner is 8 dozen cookies and 140 cans of shaving cream. Carol 

will get it in the Informer 
 

Bletzinger House – Carol Swannell 
Update – Cindy Boehm and the quilters have delivered 8 quilts to Bletzinger House! 
 

 Lutheran World Relief – Ann Pokel 
Update – Ann has been searching for and finding layette items. She shared that she uses Market-

place and explained “porch pick-ups”. The cotton gowns and sleepers have to be 6-24 mos and 
footless 

 
Guatemala Mission Trip – Pam 

Next fundraiser is in December – a Christmas Cookie Bake and Buy, Guatemala Bag sale and a si-
lent auction will be the 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 weekends in December 

 
Christmas Giving – Brigade – Ann and Sue 

Collection ends December 5 and delivery date will probably be Dec 7. Article in the Voice and lists/
ornaments available at church. We have Thrivent cards from Knudsens and Christa Sanders 

 
Food Pantry –  

Swenders said the needs are for dry foods that will not freeze. Pam will put article in the Informer 
 

 
No Meeting in December Next meeting January 11 at 6 pm on ZOOM 
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8   Recap of Annual Congregational Meeting 
We had great attendance again at the Congregational Meeting on November 7, 2021.  Thank you to 
all who attended via Zoom and in person.  The following is a summary of important information pre-
sented at the meeting. 
 
We voted for Church Council members.  Graham Bradley was elected as President and to a second 
three-year term.  Ben Lochner was elected to a second three-year term.  Jennifer Baldwin, Marcus 
Shimon, Carol Swannell and Diane Wilfling were elected to their first three-year term.  Welcome 
Jenny, Marcus, Carol and Diane!  And, we thanked and said good bye to Kristi Armstrong who 
served six years on Council, to President Sue Schultz who served six years on Council and to Sec-
retary Joan Terry who served three years on Council. 
 
We voted for delegates to the Appleton Conference Annual Meeting-Sue Schultz, to Crossways 
Camping Ministries-Kellie Escovy, to Fox Valley Lutheran Homes-Joan Terry, to the Synod Assem-
bly-Connie and Dewey Wisner and to the 2022 Nominating Committee-Kristi Armstrong and Aaron 
Zemlock.  Thank you all! 
 
Vicar Kellie shared her experiences as a seminarian and as a vicar at OSLC.  Her classes are chal-
lenging and a lot of work.  She hopes to empower more volunteers, continue to improve our youth 
and family ministries and to share and apply her seminary learnings. 
 
Eagle Scout Bryce Mau presented on the prayer garden he built for us as his Eagle Scout project.  
The prayer garden is located on the northeast corner of the church property near the bell tower.  A 
formal dedication was held immediately following the meeting.  Thank you, Bryce! 
 
Finance and Stewardship Team Chair Todd Stevenson and Treasurer Cheryl Timm presented the 
proposed 2022 budget and our current financial status.  Giving in 2021 is behind budget.  Expenses 
are also behind budget, giving us a positive result through October of $92,300.  We were reminded 
that $59,600 of that positive result is from the PPP loan received from and forgiven by the federal 
government.  The proposed 2022 budget shows a total giving number of $443,300, a total expense 
number of $442,939, with a net result of $361.  The adopted budget included an amendment to in-
crease Synod benevolence from $25,000 to $26,000.  The net result of the 2022 budget is a nega-
tive $639. 
 
Building and Grounds Chair Steve Gries provided an update on our new heating system.  The new 
boiler and baseboard convectors are installed.  The changes to the gym heating and air conditioning 
will take place in the spring of 2022.  No more heat worries during the winter! 
 
Serve and Reach Team Chair Pam Garman presented on all the wonderful things Serve and Reach 
has done and is doing. The Lutheran World Relief group has provided school kits, personal care 
kits, baby care kits and quilts.  The Encouragement team is sending out caring notes.  Meals are be-
ing served through Pillars and the Fox Valley Community Table. Fundraisers are happening for the 
Guatemala mission trip. Brigade Christmas giving is in full swing.  Volunteers participated in the 
spring cleanup at the Neenah Animal Shelter.  And, Pam has submitted a $14,000 grant request to 
the ELCA to cover food for our feeding ministries.  This team’s enthusiasm is contagious! 
 
Rise Again Team Chair Dr. Rick Klamm reviewed the team’s activities this year and how it has fol-
lowed the science all along in its pursuit to protect us and to allow us to worship in person.  Our 
community spread is still high so we continue to mask and physically distance.  Ventilation is up-
graded, plexiglass is used in the sanctuary, disposable bulletins and communion cups are used and 
sign in sheets are used for contract tracing, if needed.  Thank you to the Rise Again Team for al-
ways thinking about us and to the congregation for its patience. 
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Cont. 9   

In Pastor Jon’s Church Chat, Pastor said he’s been with OSLC for 25 months, 20 of which have been 
during the pandemic.  He gave thanks for his wife, Church Council, Vicar Kellie, Pam Garman and to the 
many people who made it possible to keep Our Savior’s on track during 2020.  He announced a new 
Children’s Ministry Associate staff position he would like to fill to provide programming for children from 
birth to fifth grade.  He’s excited about the new upcoming adult education class he’s leading on the Gos-
pel of John.  He pledged to continue clear communication with the congregation.  We are blessed to 
have you among us, Pastor Jon. 
 
-Sue Schultz 

Bryce Mau and Pastor Jon - 
taken at the dedication of the 
Prayer Garden following the 
Annual Meeting on November 
7. This was Bryce’s Eagle 
Scout project. 

The Staff of Our Savior’s Wishes 
You and Yours a Very Blessed 
Christmas     Season, and a 

Happy, Healthy  
New Year! 
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Brigade Christmas Wishlist 10   

 

•        

•         

•         

•   Phone Chargers (samsung and 

  

•      

•    Earbuds   

•       

•   Cr  omen  Mens   

•   Thermo-flasks  

•     

•      

•   Basketball Hoops for over the door 

   

•    Straightener  

•       

•   Room Decor   

•   Room Decor   

•        

•      

•    Brushes  

•       

•   Portable    

•    Polish  

•      

•      

•  Pencils   Pad  

• Sport Teams Shirts Size Adult S - 

      

•     Paints  

•   Pullover Hooded Sweatshirts Adult 

   

•         

•      L     

Deadline for dropping off at church is 

Dec. 5. Please don’t wrap the items. 
 
• Gaming   

•  Room Decor  

• Slides  omen  Men   

• Hulu    

•    

• HoverBoar   

•   

• SpikeBall  

•    

•    

• Skateboar   

•    

• Scrunchies   

•    Pouches  

• Salt   

•    

•   Items  

•    

• Star  Items  

•     

•   

•     

•     

•     

• American         

•      

•     

• GameStop    

•     

• Playstation    

• Target Gift Cards  
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Confirmation was held in person this year during the weekend of October 23-24.   
Congratulations to all of these students. May God bless you always.  

 The confirmed students were: 
 

Claudia Bjornstad 
Mason Grycowski 

Isabel (Izzy) Rickets 
Norah Spanbauer 

Tanner Van Zummeren 

11   Confirmation Pictures 
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The OSLC calendar can also be found on our website by going to our-saviors.org and clicking the 
‘News & Events’ button in the navigation bar, and then clicking ‘Monthly Calendar’. 

12   December Calendar 


