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Life Together 
ñO sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earthò Psalm 96:1 
As the new school year is about to begin, I think of this Psalm. 
 
I am coming off a vacation that ended up being a hodgepodge of many things.  We sent our older kids 
out to Oregon in early August to see their grandparents and reconnect with their friends.  This was 
long overdue and much needed as we had to leave Oregon quickly in order to take the call at Our Sav-
iorôs in the fall of 2019.  And then Covid delayed their return to Oregon last year.   
 
While they were away, Jeranna and I did projects around the house, helped my parents out, and took 
Marcella and Badger (our puppy) camping at Devilôs Lake.  Camping went surprisingly well.  Marcella 
now wants to camp more, and Badger liked the constant motion of people going by our camp site. 
Marcella also discovered mini-golf (thanks to dad) and wants to play more in the future.  I got back to 
Neenah to preside at Sam Hartmannôs memorial service.   
 
That afternoon Jeranna drove me to Chicago to fly to Spokane, WA, to meet Annika, who was driving 
our 2003 Camry back to WI.  I wanted to spend time with her and make sure the car would make it 
back.  She had a flat tire before I got there, but thanks to some good Samaritans, her knowledge, and 
a full-size spare in the car, she made it to Spokane.  We took turns driving on the way home.  She 
wanted a car for college and this was our best option for her.  She is now safely back at Cornell in Itha-
ca, NY.   
 
Eli is getting ready for his senior year at NHS.  We have been doing senior pictures, getting a parking 
permit, filling out the Common App for college, asking for teacher recommendations, and looking at 
colleges.  Ezra is going into 8

th
 grade at Shattuck Middle School.  His knee remains stable after a torn 

ACL and he will be seeing the doctor in October to determine if surgery is possible in the near future.  
He is doing a good job of working out and keeping his strength up.  Marcella is slated to go to Kinder-
garten this year.  She will be attending Roosevelt Elementary on Doty Island, four blocks from our 
house.  Jeranna and I are well.  We celebrated our 24

th
 wedding anniversary on August 9

th
.   

 
As you can see, life does not slow downé even on vacation.  At church we are going for flexibility this 
fall with all of our programming due to the uncertainty of Covid.  Our blessing of the backpacks and 
masks will be drive-thru in our carport Tues. August 31 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM, and on Wed, September 
1, 7:00 to 8:15AM.  Come on by for a blessingé teachers too.  
 
Confirmation for 6

th
-8
th
 graders will begin with a student and parent meeting on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 8
th
 at 5:30 PM in the sanctuary.  This year we will be studying Lutherôs Small Catechism and Lu-

theran Theology.  We will have Family Sunday School starting September 19
th
 at 9:45 AM to 10:15 AM 

in the gym that will also be livestreamed.  I am planning to fit in an adult class on the Gospel of John.  
There is much more, but for now, I hope this gives you a few things to consider.   
 
Blessings on your new song this fall, 

Pastor Jon  

809 South Commercial Street 
Neenah, WI 54956 

Service Times 
Saturday 5:00 pm. & Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. 
Fri. 9:00 a.m.ð12:00 p.m. 

920-725-3956 

Our  
Saviorõs 
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Blessing of the Back-
packsðOur Savior's Lutheran 
Church on S. Commercial St. is 
having a drive-thru Blessing of 
the Backpacks/Masks to kick off 
another great school year! Stu-
dents and teachers are invited 
to come through our carport, 
receive a blessing, and get 
some goodies before heading 
off to school! This event will be 
held on Tuesday, August 31 
from 6:30 to 8PM and on 
Wednesday, September 1 from 
7:00 to 8:15AM. 

 

Confirmation for 6
th
-8
th
 grad-

ers will begin with a student and 
parent meeting on Wednesday, 
September 8

th
 at 5:30 PM in the 

sanctuary.    

 

Rally Day is coming up Sep-
tember 12! This is when we kick 
off all of our programming start-
ing this fall! This year, it will be 
low-contact (due to COVID) and 
combined with our Interactive 
Family Worship.  

If you run a church committee 
or organization and you would 
like to have recruiting materials 
available at our Rally Weekend, 
reach out to Vicar Kellie 
at kescovy@our-saviors.org.  

 

Family Sunday School 
starting September 19

th
 at 9:45 

AM to 10:15 AM in the gym. 
This will also be livestreamed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Youth Ministryé   Worship and Events... 
Worship Services in September 

 

Virtually/On-line Worship Continues  
 

Sundays ï 9:00 a.m.  
on Our Facebook and You Tube Channels 

 

Or Join us for In-Person Worship  
 

Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 

No need to RSVP for the in-person services. 

 Masks are again required. Social distancing applies.  

 Upcoming Events for September 

August 31 @ 6:30pm-8pm - Drive-Thru Blessing of the Backpacks 

September 1 @ 7am-8:15am - Drive-Thru Blessing of the Back-
packs 

September 8 @ 5:30pm - Confirmation Info Meeting 

September 12 @ 9am - Interactive Family Worship, Rally Day 

September 15 @ 5:30pm - Bell Choir Rehearsals, Confirmation 
Class 

September 15 @ 6:30pm - Youth Community Night 

September 19 @ 9:45am - Family Sunday School 

September 19 @ 4pm-7pm - BBQ Dinner Fundraiser 

September 22 @ 5:30pm - Bell Choir Rehearsals, Confirmation 
Class 

September 22 @ 6:30pm - Youth Community Night 

September 26 @ 9:45am - Family Sunday School 

 

  

Schedule a Meeting with our Pastoral Staff 
 

Pastor Jon Strasman - jstrasman@our-saviors.org   |   pastorjonstras-
man.youcanbook.me 
 

Vicar Kellie Escovy - kescovy@our-saviors.org   |   calendly.com/
kellieescovy 

mailto:kescovy@our-saviors.org
mailto:jstrasman@our-saviors.org
mailto:kescovy@our-saviors.org


. 

 

 

òGodõs Work. Our Handsó -  Yes, YOU can make a difference! Here are 
some opportunities to share Godõs love in our community. 

Outreach Opportunities... о   

Pulled Pork BBQ Fundraiser 
 

SAVE the DATE for our first Guatemala Mission Trip fundraiser. On 
September 19, from 4-7 pm we will be selling Smoked Pulled Pork 
BBQ Dinners @ $8 each.  
 
The pork will be smoked all day in the parking lot of church by Paul 
Hartman from American Family Insurance. The meals will be carry 
out only and you may buy tickets in the church office using cash or 
check made out to OSLC-Guatemala Mission, or during church ser-
vices beginning now. The proceeds will offset the cost of the two 
homes we are building in Guatemala in March 2022. 
 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities at Pillars and 
Fox Valley Community Table 

 

We are developing a schedule with a rotating list of volunteers, 
similar to Father Carrôs meals in the past. Please call or stop in the 
church office and let Andrea know if you would like to be added to 
the list to either serve a meal or donate baked goods. The details 
are: 
 
Pillars Adult Shelter ï OSLC provides and serves dinner to 70 
homeless persons six  times per year (the even numbered months) 
on the 4

th
 Thursday of the month. The commitment is for 4-5 volun-

teers (over 16 years old) working 4-7:30PM at the Shelter on Col-
lege Avenue in Appleton. The main course and sides will be pur-
chased, and we will ask persons to provide bars/cookies. Rich & 
Pam Garman are the contact persons. 
 
Fox Valley Community Table ï OSLC provides and serves lunch to 
65 persons one time per month. Currently the meals are provided 
ñto goò. The commitment is 3 hours per month at St Paulôs Lutheran 
Church in Neenah. The main course and sides will be purchased, 
and we will ask persons to provide bars/cookies. Carol Swannell is 
the contact person. 
 
Please consider signing up to work or bake! 

2022 Guatemala 
Mission Trip 

 

We are moving forward with 
faith in planning a Mission Trip 
to Guatemala in March of 2022. 
The 12 faithful trippers are Collin 
Parker (parents Angela and 
Howard Jersild), Vicar Kellie Es-
covy, Kevin and Chris Dieck-
Hillegas, Niki and Jack Zemlock, 
Christine and Tori Rondeau, 
Pastor Jon and Eli Strasman 
and Pam and Rich Garman. We 
will be building two homes for 
families in the Antigua area. 
  
To help offset the cost of the 
homes (@$3000 each), we will 
be having three fun fundraisers. 
A carry out BBQ Dinner in Sep-
tember, a Reimagined Christ-
mas Cookie sale in December 
and a Meat Raffle in January. 
We hope you will support the 
work of Our Saviorôs in Guate-
mala by taking part. Watch for 
information as we move forward. 
Muchas Gracias! 
 
 
 

Opportunities to 
Serve 

 

Check out the ñOpportunities to 
Serveò board in the gathering 
area.  There are current needs 
for Ushers, Greeters and Altar 
Guild.  Information sheets avail-
able on the board.  Feel free to 
contact the office with any ques-
tions.  
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Council Meeting Minutes 
August 10, 2021 ï 7:00 p.m. 

Open Forum  
Bryce Mau ï Eagle Scout Project Proposal:  Presented 4 designs.  Will remove sign.  Will start mid-
August and be finished end of September. Motion/Second/Carried Bradley/Timm to approve option 
with 3 crosses and bushes.  All voting aye. 

Steve Gries ï Heating System Proposal:  Will cost $126,500 includes electrical bid.  There is $52,258 in 
budget as part of the bequest fund.  Motion/Second/Carried Pastor/Armstrong to upgrade heating 
system up to $52,258.  All voting aye.  Will set up congregational meeting on August 29 to 
approve total cost. 

 

Pastorôs Report:   
Pastor will be on vacation 8/11-23. 
Funerals/Memorialsðam Hartmann  ï August 16 
3 Baptisms.   Welcome new members on September 11.   Alan Dordel resigned from church. 
Vicarôs Report: 
Youth and Family Ministry ï Upcoming events are TimberRattlers game, Drive-thru blessing of back 
packs; Interactive Family Worship on September 12; Family Sunday School ï lessons and songs; 
Confirmation planning stages ï Pastor/Vicar lead large group and then break out to smaller groups; 
High School 1:1 Spiritual Care; National Youth Gathering ï next summer in Minneapolis. 

Social Media ï Facebook and Instagram; Prayer of the Day; Tik Tok 3 posts/week; weekly email 
through database. 

Ministry Leadership ï childrenôs sermons and preaching sermon Aug 15; church visits; CPE August 17-
December; Clinical Pastor Education ï Father Carr, Crisis Care Line, Church. 

Moving to apartment. 
September 6-10 in Dubuque, Iowa ï Seminary. 
 

Treasurerôs Report:  July income was $32,531.46.  July expenses were $29,050.32.  YTD in black 
$88,199.  Working on budget for next year.   
    

Ministry Team Reports: 
 

Evangelism, Marketing, Communication & Technology: Kevin Schabo:  Created overall video on 
how to live-stream ï 15 minutes. 

 

Finance ï Sue Schultz:  Met 7/15.  Audit Committee: Karl Wunderlich, Tim Moe, Todd Stevenson.  
Budget prep.  Next meeting 8/12.   

 

Learn and Grow/Youth ï N/A:  Pastor and Vicar starting to reach out to parents.  No meeting yet. 
 

Personnel ï Sue Schultz:  Met 6/24.  Part-time Office manager Andrea Long.  Executive Committee 
approved hire on 7/6. 
 

Security and Safety ï Ben Lochner:  Computer system up and running.  Steve Kuehl helped with 
flash drive back-up. 

  
Worship and Music ï Graham Bradley:  Met early August.  Working on what music will look like in 
the church.  Bells will start up in September and Choir TBD.  

 

Worship Volunteers- Kristi Armstrong: Working on a volunteer support structure with leads for dif-
ferent functions. 

 

Collaborative Learning ï Sue Schultz: Met 8/3.  Next meeting 9/14.  How to get people to volunteer 
ï master schedule. 

Council Minutes...                         
п   
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Council Minutes, Cont./Vicarõs Letter...                         р   

Old Business: 
 

Computer Replacement:  KL Consulting vs AIT Support.  5 computers updated to Windows 10 
and Anti-Virus Program.  Motion/Second/Carried Lochner/Bradley to go with KL Consulting for com-
puter maintenance.  All voting aye. 

 

New Business: 
 

Rise Again Team Update:  Masking required.  Taping off pews.  Tape on floor to show traffic 
flow.  Ushers retrained regarding requirements.   
 

Annual Meeting Date:  November 7, 2021. 
 

Next Council Meeting:  September 14, 2021. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Joan Terry, Council Secretary 

 

Vicarôs Newsletter 
 

What a great summer it has been! Since starting in early June, I have had so many amazing experienc-
es getting to know the congregation and leading worship. I also got my first apartment a couple of 
weeks ago, near Hoover Elementary! Iôm so thankful for the connections, the hospitality, and generosity 
of Our Saviorôs - especially to the Bradley family, who housed me for most of the summer, and to all 
who gave me furniture for my new place! Looking ahead, I want to share some things that I am most ex-
cited about.  
 

First, I start my first semester of seminary this month! Iôm SO EXCITED to begin this chapter of my jour-
ney. I will be on campus in Dubuque September 6-10, then my online classes begin September 13. 
Some of my classes include Hebrew Bible I, Church & Home, Foundations of Lutheran Worship, and 
Jesus Christ in Plural Worlds. Iôm also an assistant instructor for Relational & Emotional Intelligence (a 
ministry leader seminar for the Accelerated Ministry Program at Wartburg College). If youôre curious, my 
class schedule is posted on my office door. Also, if you would ever like to sit in on a class with me, I 
would LOVE that! Just let me know! 
 

Additionally, Iôm enrolled in a program called Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) this semester. Itôs a re-
quirement for seminary, and itôs all about ministry formation and pastoral identity. One of the require-
ments is that I have to complete about 20 hours of spiritual care each week. Typically, this would hap-
pen in an institutional setting like hospitals or jails, but because of the pandemic, I have to get a little 
creative! Some of my hours can be done with OSLC, which is super cool (so come chat with me! I love 
getting to know folks, and you may also help me with my clinical hours!). Iôm also supplementing hours 
by volunteering with Father Carrôs Place 2B (a homeless outreach center in Oshkosh), San Francisco 
Night Ministry (a late-night spiritual care hotline), and the Winnebago County Sheriffôs Dept. as a chap-
lain. How exciting! 
 

Iôm also really pumped about the year ahead for Our Saviorôs! Pastor Jon and I have been hard at work 
coming up with programming for children/family ministry, Christian Ed, fellowship, and more! Personally, 
some of the things Iôm looking forward to the most are Confirmation, Interactive Family Worship, dinner 
church, and taking high schoolers to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. So many wonderful 
things ahead! 
 

Thanks always for the constant love and support! Iôm excited to officially begin my Collaborative Learn-
ing seminary experience with OSLC. Grace and blessings to you all! 
 

With love,  
Vicar Kellie Escovy (she/her) 
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In Other News...                         с   

A Place in the Choir 
 

ñAll Godôs critters got a place in the choir. Some sing low, some sing 
higher. Some sing out loud on a telephone wire and some just clap 
their hands, or paws or anything they got now. And some even play 
the handbells!  
 

Chancel Choir for 9
th
 grade and up will begin rehearsals on 

Wednesday, September 15 from 7:00 ï 8:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
We meet every Wednesday. We welcome all past members and 
new members, too.  Social distancing and masks, especially for 
people not vaccinated, are required. 
 
Joyous Ringers Handbell choir for 9

th
 grade and up will begin re-

hearsals Wednesday, September 15 from 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m.in the 
music room.  We welcome  all past members  and new members to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

The altar flower sign up poster 
has returned to the gathering ar-
ea.  Stop to see if your special 
day(s) are available!  
 
 

Follow Us Online 
 

Facebook:  @oursaviorsneenah 
Instagram:  @oursaviorsneenah 
TikTok:       @our.saviors 
 

Spotify, Apple, and Google 
(podcasts):  OSLC - Neenah, WI 
 

Website:      our-saviors.org 

 

OSLC Phone App: In the App 
Store, go to óChurch Appð
Tithe.lyô and search for Our Sav-
iorôs Lutheran Church 
 
 

Workshop for  
Caregivers 

 

The UW-Extension in Outagamie 
County is holding six week evi-
dence based workshop, Power-
ful Tools for Caregivers.  The 
program is free to interested 
Caregivers.  We ask that they 
attend all six workshops as it 
builds on concepts from week to 
week.  The class is planned to 
be in person at the ADRC at the 
Outagamie County Government 
Building, downtown Appleton. It 
will be presented by Carrie Es-
selman, Dementia Care Special-
ist and Karen Dickrell, Life Span 
Educator.   For more information 
you can contact me at ka-
ren.dickrell@wisc.edu or 920-
832-5126. Thank you! 
  

Karen Dickrell 
Professor of Family Develop-
mentðUW Madison Extension  

The Lochner family enjoying the 
Timber Rattlers game with 
OSLC. 

join us. Reading music is help-
ful. We will have air circulating 
and tables spread out. Please 
wear a mask if you are not fully 
vaccinated. It would be prudent 
if we all wore masks indoors. 
These are the recommenda-
tions from the Rise Again Team 
Chair, Rick Klamm. 
 
All is subject to change as we 
enter the fall. Questions? Con-
tact Ardy Kreuter 470-4701 or 
akreuter@new.rr.com  

mailto:karen.dickrell@wisc.edu
mailto:karen.dickrell@wisc.edu
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   - Our Mission Statement - 
Gather and grow with Godôs spirit in order to love and serve others. 

Generous Congregation...  
 
 

YTD Totals Through July 

                               Budgeted        Actual         

          Income              $244,183        $302,682    

          Expenses           $257,168        $214,483   

        Balance            ($  12,985)       $ 88,199                                   

Lutheran World  Relief  
 

Generosity: 1. Willingness to give or to share. 2. An act of unselfish giving.  
Our Saviorôs members and friends are truly amazing! So many people have already donated for the 
LWR kits, and weôre grateful for your gifts. We have one more list for 2021, and then weôll start again 
in January. The kits will be put together in late September; if youôd like to help, please contact Ann 
Pokel (wapokel@gmail.com)! 
Hereôs our current need list: 
 
#1. 40 pairs of new baby socks (sizes for 6 months to 24 months). 
#2. 20 wooden rulers (centimeters and inches on each). 
#3. 20 small pencil sharpeners. 
 
P.S. Our boxes of kits and quilts need to be delivered on October 2, and the location is the north site 
for First English Lutheran Church (6331 N. Ballard Road, Appleton). Please contact our office man-
ager (Andrea Long) if you can help! 

Generous Peopleé                

Memorials & Honorariums                  

Received  
 

 

A special thank you to those who remembered 
 

 

Judy Murphy 

August Pastoral  

Acts...  

 
 

Funerals 
 Sam Hartmann, August 16 

 
 

Memorials 
Bob Peotter, August 7 

 
 

Baptisms  
Sophia Mae Cooper,                

August 29 
 
 
 

 

mailto:wapokel@gmail.com
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Serve & Reach Committee Minutes...                         
 

Notes from 8/9/2021 OSLC Serve and Reach Committee via ZOOM  
 
 
Present: Ann Pokel, Ardy Kreuter, Sue Engelbert, Christa Sanders, Kellie Escovy, Pam/Rich Gar-
man 
 
Paul Hartman ï special guest  
Paul shared his ministry or giving back to the community by offering smoke meat for BBQ dinner 
fundraisers for non-profits. He is an American Family Insurance agent and does this to give back 
to the community. He agreed to work with us for a Guatemala Mission trip fundraiser. It will be 
held on Sept 19, 4-7 pm. Details will be forthcoming. It will be open to the congregation and the 
community and offer a chance to share our mission and our faith. 

 
Encouragement Ministry ï Ardy Kreuter 
Update ï status quo 
 

Pillars Adult Shelter Meal  
Update ï Alan has withdrawn from membership at OSLC. He shared his list of volunteers and we 
will work to get more volunteers and set up a schedule for the 6x yearly meal. 

Next meal August 24 ï Pam and Rich Garman will organize this one and will ask the congregation to 
step up for Oct and December meals. We will be using a local caterer rather than cooking the 
food ourselves 

 
Community Table at St Pauls Meal ï Carol Swannell 
Next meal is Sept 7 
Discussion of establishing a calendar of volunteers like we did for Father Carrs  

 
Bletzinger House ï Carol Swannell 
Bletzinger House does not  heed any more goods. They are currently conducting a funding match. 
We may promote their efforts. 

 
 Lutheran World Relief ï Ann Pokel 
Update ï Ann reported the goods needed will shift in September. The congregation is very generous 
 

Guatemala Mission Trip ï Pam 
Update ï Fundraisers are the BBQ Dinner sale, A Christmas cookie exchange in December and a 
Meat Raffle at the Dome in January. 

 
 

Next Meeting ï September 14 at 6 pm on ZOOM 

 
 

 

у   



. 

 

September Calendar ф   

The OSLC calendar can also be found on our website by going to our-saviors.org and clicking the 
óNews & Eventsô button in the navigation bar, and then clicking óMonthly Calendarô. 
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Synod Golf Outing мл   

The 2021 Synod Golf Outing, held at the beautiful Glacier Wood golf course in Iola, was a huge suc-
cess. Participants had a great time of golf and games on the course followed by a delicious lunch and 
prizes.  The fellowship was outstanding, and we raised lots of cash and food for St. Joeôs Food Pantry.  
We were blessed to have in attendance Bishop Emeritus Bob Herder and current Bishop Anne Edison-
Albright. Organizers were Pastor Dennis Ellisen, Neal Schultz and Sue Schultz. 
 
Pictures below, beginning with top left, clockwise are: 
 
Organizers Neal Schultz, Pastor Dennis Ellisen and Sue Schultz with Bishop Anne  
Bishop Anne Edison-Albright and Bishop Emeritus Bob Herder  
Our Savior's Team  James Kane, Rich Garman, Gary Lawell and Tim Moe  
Our Savior's Team: Pastor Jon, Gene Gregory, Todd Stevenson and Steve Strasman  
Bishop Anne attempting a putt for Team Staude with retired Pastor Don Staude's assist.  Bishop Anne 
         sunk the putt!  


