
 

Pastor Jon’s Sermon from Sunday, August 9 

Text: 1 Kings 19-9-18  

“Elijah and the Still Small Voice” 

One of my favorite faith bumper stickers is… “Be patient with me, 

God isn’t finished with me yet.”  How many of you feel like you are a 

rough work in progress right now?  I know I do many days… or most 

all days.  It seems like I take 3 steps forward and 2 steps back. But 

God is in the process of molding and shaping me and you like a piece 

of clay every time we hear the scriptures.  God has put us in a right 

relationship with God already in Christ Jesus.  Now we just have to 

figure out what that means for daily living. 

In our first lesson, we learn that God wasn’t finished with Elijah just 

yet.  The prophet Elijah was having a bad day… or a bad several days. 

40 days earlier Elijah had a successful career as a prophet.  He spoke 

truth to power and demonstrated the power of God like in the 

children’s sermon.  In our lesson for today, Elijah is now fleeing for 

his life.   

Queen Jezebel wanted to kill Elijah for showing up Jezebel’s prophets 

and for killing them.  So Elijah fled for his life into the wilderness 

alone.  He felt his life was over and just wanted to curl up under a 

solitary broom tree and die.  He didn’t see his purpose anymore and 

felt like he was all alone as the only one left faithful to God.  He was 

wallowing in his misery.    

But even in that state, God sent angels to care for Elijah… providing 

cakes and water to drink.  He spent 40 days and 40 nights in the 

wilderness gaining his strength for the journey to Mount Horeb. This 

number is a Biblical number and indicates God is about to do a new 

thing… a theophany.  Remember Noah on the ark 40 days and 40 

nights.   Moses was on Mount Sinai, 40 days and 40 nights, God gave 

the 10 Commandments.  Jesus spent 40 days and 40 nights in the 

dessert before he started his public ministry.   



Coincidentally Elijah’s journey takes him to a cave on Mount Horeb.  

Mount Horeb is also known as Mount Sinai to the Northern Tribes of 

Israel… Moses… the 10 Commandments.    

While in the cave, the word of the Lord came to Elijah saying, “What 

are you doing here, Elijah?”  His response was basically, “I am a 

failure… all my work is in vain.  I am alone and they are seeking my 

life to take it away.”   

The Lord said, go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord who 

is about to pass by.  First, there was a great wind, but the Lord wasn’t 

in the wind.  Then there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in 

the earthquake.  Then there was a fire, but the Lord wasn’t in the fire.  

So all the ways God typically revealed Godself in the past didn’t 

reveal God’s presence this time around.  God was about to do a new 

thing.  God showed up when it sheer silence… or in a still small 

voice… God showed up.   

Sometimes small voices reveal a lot.  When a child asks if you will go 

out and play with them.  Or play a game and you want to scroll your 

phone.  Marcella stopped me in my tracks the other day.    She was in 

the room playing with toys when I was watching the news.  An Arby’s 

commercial came on with an ending line, “Arby’s… we have the 

meats.”  Marcella turned around and said in a low voice, “Arby’s… 

we have the meats.”  I haven’t laughed that hard in a long time.  She 

then laughed back at me and said, “Dad, was that funny?”   

I needed to laugh like that.  That was God’s voice to me.   

When Elijah realized God was in the still small voice, he covered his 

face like Moses in the presence of God.  The voice said, “What are 

you doing here?”  Elijah went through his diatribe of why he was 

there.   

But then God said, “Go, return on your way to wilderness of 

Damascus.”  God gave Elijah a 3-fold mission.  God wasn’t finished 

with Elijah, yet.  Elijah had to anoint two new kings and find his 

replacement.  And so he went.   

You may be fearing for your life right now in this Covid-19.  You 

may feel like your job is done and you have nothing left to offer.  You 



may be wallowing in your own misery and feel like giving up.  But 

like in all our lessons, God will find us, nourish us, repurpose us, and 

send us on our way.  In fact, that is what happens to us in Holy 

Communion.  We our forgiven, nourished and sent out again to 

proclaim the sweet love of God.   

Our Romans lesson quotes the prophet Isaiah reminding us “How 

beautiful are the feet of the messenger who brings good news.”  Our 

feet are one of our best evangelism tools.  Use your feet to take you 

places you never imagined God could use you.   

This week listen for God’s voice.  And think about where you have 

seen hope?  Where you have laughed?  And where God showed up for 

you.   

Amen  


