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Sat. 5:00 p.m.— Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Office Hours: M-Th 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
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Life Together
Pastor Jon’s “I Have a Dream” speech from our Annual Meeting on February 8, 2020. At the time of this
speech, Pastor Jon has been at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church for four months and 8 days.

I have a dream. It worked for Martin Luther King Jr. So I will try it here.
I have a dream that everyone who enters our church (people of all color, nationality, gender, age,
marital status, sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, family situation) feel fully welcome
and included in worship and the ministries we offer.
I have a dream that the church isn’t the only place faith is taught. I hope to equip families to have
faith conversations at home or in the car. Sunday school and confirmation are not the only places our children will get faith formation. I hope to start more small groups centered on the word,
meeting in homes, which can help families feel more confident in talking the faith in daily life.
I have a dream that we continue to be a generous church. Our Savior’s has a rich history of mission
and outreach to our community and the world. You are financially generous and generous with
your God-given gifts.
I have a dream that more people can serve within the church. This involves an improvement of communication from our staff and leadership on ways you can serve. We will do better at asking, but
please step up if you see a need.
I have a dream that all of our homebound folks and shut-ins are visited regularly. This involves bolstering our home communion ministry team. And we are well on our way to accomplishing this
goal. We need a few more people to join our team. Let me know if you want to be trained.
I have a dream of becoming a “learning congregation.” This involves the possibility of bringing seminary interns back to Our Savior’s or working with a distributed learning student from one of the
seminaries. A large majority of seminary students now take classes online and they need a local
congregation to work with. I have 10 years of experience supervising interns. It is a calling for
me. And it is a great joy for the whole congregation. You are a more nimble congregation because you are always saying hello and goodbye to interns.
I have a dream of communicating better with the whole congregation. I want to solve our email issues with our current set-up so we can communicate real time when important announcements
are needed (i.e. death announcements or special services in the church). I also want to share
reflections and devotions with you.
I have a dream of enlivening our youth and family ministry. We are blessed with families that have
children. How can we best serve you? I am on a quest to find out. I am also looking forward to
having a regular youth group nights and going to the ELCA Youth Gathering. I hope to hire some
staff to manage our nursery/play area during worship for parents to have a respite option so they
can grow in their discipleship through worship. I also want to eat and play more together as a
congregation. We have a wonderful gymnasium that we can use to play games like dodgeball,
volleyball, or basketball with families. Are you in?
I have a dream of getting all of our committees and ministry teams active and energized to lead us
into the future. I am starting with one team at a time. I feel the needle is moving in the right direction.
What are your dreams for Our Savior’s? Let’s dream together.

Pastor Jon
.

Youth News...
Sunday School
News
We are enjoying the waning
weeks of Sunday School! There
will be no Sunday School on
Sunday, March 22 due to the
students’ Spring Break.
This Month’s Lesson: Palm
Sunday to Easter Sunday

Confirmation/
Youth News
Registration is open for Confirmation Camp! We will be heading to Pine Lake Camp June 2126. Registration fees will increase later this month, so
please contact Colleen Welsh
ASAP if you plan on sending
your student to camp.

This month, in lieu of our typical
classes, our Confirmation students will be helping serve our
Lenten Soup Suppers on
Wednesday evenings, and will
attend our Lenten Worship Services.
Standard Confirmation classes
will resume on Wednesday,
April 15.

High School Youth
Group
This month’s Youth Group Night
will be held on Wednesday,
March 18 from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Students in grades 9-12 are invited to join us for another fun
night of games, music, lessons,
and fellowship.
.

This Month’s theme: Made New
in Christ

Upcoming Church Events...
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Easter Worship Schedule
Palm Sunday Schedule
Saturday, April 4
5:00 PM -Worship

Sunday, April 5
8:00 AM - Worship
8:30 - 10:15 AM—Palm Sunday Breakfast to benefit the youth
going to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in the
summer of 2021.
9:30 AM - Donkey walk, open to all with a procession of the
Palms
10:30 AM - Worship

Holy Week Schedule

April 9, 10 AM & 6:30 PM - Maundy Thursday Worship
April 10, 6:30 PM - Good Friday Worship
April 11, 5:00 PM - Easter Vigil Worship
April 12, 7:00, 9:00 & 10:30 AM - Easter Sunday Worship

National Youth Gathering
Our Savior’s invites current 9th and 10th graders to join us for the
2021 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN. Our first fundraiser is already scheduled for next month, so if you are interested
in attending, please add your name to the sheet on the Youth
board in the Gathering Area for more information.

Father Carr’s Program to End
After providing Hamburger Hotdish to Father Carr's Place 2 B since
the year 2000, we are now ending this program. The Serve and
Reach Committee will refocus the mission of providing food in the
community, and to other agencies and programs.
If we tried to name all of the OSLC members who have faithfully
provided food on an regular basis, we would probably miss someone. If you have donated for 20 years (some of you have) or just a
few years, your generosity made a difference in the lives of many
people, so THANK YOU! Thanks also to Carmen Hass, the most
recent organizer! Please watch for new and existing opportunities
to provide/serve food to others!

Outreach Opportunities...
“God’s Work. Our Hands” - Yes, YOU can make a

difference! Here are some opportunities to share God’s
love in our community.

New Church Directory
Can you believe it’s already been five years since we updated our
church directory?! So much has changed. New pastor, new staff,
new members. We are looking for someone to coordinate the production of a new church directory. This can be done on your own
or as a team. Like everything else, we need leadership to get it
done. Sue Schultz coordinated the 2015 directory and is willing to
share her experience and insight with you. Please contact Kasey
in the church office if you are interested.

Help For the Homeless
We will be collecting NEW hygiene and cleaning items for local crisis agencies through The Family Radio’s annual “Help for the
Homeless” hygiene drive through March 8. Please place your donations in the Help for the Homeless collection box located in the
Gathering Area.

Supplying these items to local shelters will help them direct their
limited funds to providing qualified staff, counseling, food and shelter to those they serve. Most urgently needed items are laundry
soap, kitchen size trash bags (shelters go thru LOTS of these),
shampoo, cleaning supplies, diapers, toilet tissue, and feminine
care. Your donations will remain in this community. Note: Food
Share (formerly Food Stamps) does not cover the cost of non-food
items such as soap and diapers. Thank you! More info at thefamily.net

March 2020
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“Leap Into Action”

Thrivent Member
Appreciation Weekend
Are you a Thrivent member or
want to learn more about the
benefits Thrivent members receive? Join us as we celebrate
YOU and share how Thrivent
members can use their benefits
to do good right here in our
church and community.
Sat. 2/29 @ 4:00 p.m. (before
worship)
Sun. 3/1 @ 9:00 a.m.
(between services) or 11:30
a.m. (after worship)
We’ll share a light meal, hear
how some OSLC members
have used their Thrivent benefits and how, together, we can
support our congregation and
be more generous in our community through Choice Dollars
and Action Teams.
Contact Marcie Kimmes at
920-843-2981
or
marcie.kimmes@thrivent.com
for
questions.

Easter Flower Sale
Help fill the church with beautiful blooms! Lilies, tulips, daffodils,
and hyacinths are on sale. Order (with payment) by April 5. Envelopes with order forms will be available starting March 21 in the
Gathering area with a drop box. Please fill out the order form completely. Flowers may be purchased “in honor of” or “in memory of”
family members and friends.
Pick up flowers after the final Worship Service on Easter Sunday,
April 12. (NOTE: THE FLOWERS GET PRETTY DROOPY IF
LEFT TWO MORE DAYS SO THEY MUST BE PICKED UP SUNDAY AFTER CHURCH.) Flowers remaining at church after April 12
will be donated to a local care facility. The flower sale is sponsored
by the Joyous Ringers hand bell choir and funds will go toward
their Music Program. Thank you for your support!
.

Don’t Forget to
Spring Ahead!
Daylight Savings Time begins
on Sunday, March 8, at 2:00
a.m. Remember to turn your
clocks ahead on Saturday night
so you aren’t late for church on
Sunday!

Groups & Events...
Women’s Book
Club
The book club at OSLC welcomes you to join our friendly
group of 10 to 12 women. We
generally meet at 6:30 p.m. on
the fourth Tuesday of each
month in the church library. This
month we meet on March 24.
Come join us!

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
We meet on the first Tuesday of
each month at 9:30 am. Prayer
shawls are shared for many reasons – weddings, baptisms and
hospitalizations, to name a
few. We need you so we can
continue to spread the strength
of prayer though this ministry. If
you like to knit or crochet, won’t
you consider joining us?

Men’s Breakfasts
Our Men’s Bible study meets
on the second and fourth Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m.
We are now meeting in the
Gathering Area at church. We
routinely have between five and
10 men attend each week. This
month we will meet on March
14 and 28. All men are welcome. Contact is Ken Schmidt.
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Chancel Choir Needs You!
This is a short commitment opportunity. Join us to sing for Palm
Sunday Weekend, (April 4-5, all services), Good Friday (April 10 at
6:30 p.m.), and Easter (April 12 at 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.).
We practice Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Music Room.
We will practice Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter music first,
STARTING MARCH 4.
Contact Ardy Kreuter 470-4701 or akreuter@new.rr.com if interested, or just show up for rehearsal.

Esther and Rebekah Circles
Our Savior’s has two active Circle groups that meet monthly for
Bible study. Both groups do the Bible study out of the ‘Gathering’
magazine. Participants can get a subscription or there are a few on
the kiosk near the office.
The Esther Circle meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30
a.m. in the lounge. This month they meet on February 14. Contact
person is Jackie Hartmann. The Rebekah Circle meets once a
month, usually on a Tuesday, at 10:00 a.m. in the library. The date
is determined at each study. Contact person is Chris DieckHillegas.

Retirees and Friends
Come join us for some fun! Anyone is welcome. We will be meeting the first Monday of each month. Upcoming events are:
—Monday, March 2 from 12:00 noon – 2:00 – Lunch provided
by Thrivent Financial – Presentation on senior fraud and how to
protect yourself.
Contact Joan Terry at 920-809-6923 or Carla Weiss at 920-3120158 with questions.

Mission Quilters
Anyone is welcome to join us. Come help us tie some quilts! Easy,
fun work. Join us whenever you can so "those who have nothing
will at least have a quilt."
We meet on the first Thursday of the month (March 5) from 1pm4pm, and the 3rd Thursday of the month (March 19) from 9amnoon. We gather in the gym. Contact is Nancy Freier.

.

Church Council Minutes
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes—February 3, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Report: New members weekend Feb 22-23. Potluck Feb 22 at noon. Adult Sunday Class. Learn and Grow.
Financial Peace University starts Feb 27. Will be on vacation March 6-8. Pastor Dennis will be filling in.
Treasurer’s Report: Still in draft stage. Will be formalized with budget.
2020 Membership/Attendance Reports: Attendance is down. Will need to review active membership to get accurate numbers to report to synod.
Ministry Team Reports:
Retirees and Friends – Joan Terry: Social held on Monday Feb 3. 24 people attended. Next event Monday, March
2.
Evangelism, Marketing, Communication & Technology: Andrew Schaller/Kevin Schabo: Met Feb. 4. TEC both
needs/wants/training was discussed. Copier lease expiring in June - Kacey working on it. Church Network – not serviced anymore – do we need it or should we go to Cloud base? Discussed staff computer needs long term.
Finance – Sue Schultz/Marcie Kimmes: Will be meeting Friday, Feb 14 at 11am. Will look at strategies to bring in
more money.
Personnel – Sue Schultz: Working on employee handbook updates, job descriptions, and Kacey’s maternity leave.
Security and Safety – Ben Lochner: Steve contacted Tri-City for door so door can be wired. Waiting for parts. Chris
is looking to add lighting by carport. Basketball leagues using gym. Baseball team using gym one time. Disturbance
during church in January – handled by Aaron Zemlock. Sign will be added to elevator door to go to carport if door is
locked for church service. Usher training still needed. Will need to develop a Homebound visits standard/policy.
Serve and Reach – Andrew Schaller: 7 people attended meeting. There are currently 10 people on the team.
Looking at the top 7 things to organize in 2020: Lent soup suppers, Pam Sunday breakfast, God’s Work Our Hands,
Habitat Faith Build, Lutheran World Relief, Christmas Giving, Christmas Hams. Other things to look at: For 2020: Chili
Supper and For 2021: Guatemala Trip .
Worship and Music – Graham Bradley: Talked about Palm Sunday – Processional. Ashes to Go – Press release.
Taisee type service – song lead/no sermon Wed Lent services. Est $2,000 for organ repair. $5500 for digital piano.
Copyright fees for music. Graham to send questions to Sue to discuss at finance meeting.
Let Kasey know when meetings are happening so they can be put in the Voice and in the Bulletin.
New Business:
2020 Council Retreat: Saturday, April 4 from 8:00-11:00.
4th of July Saturday Service: Saturday 5:00 service will not be cancelled due to holiday.
New Church Directory: Looking for someone to lead this initiative. Sue Schultz will pass on information from
last event.
Vendor/Craft Fair: Will happen 3 times in 2020 – April/Sept/Nov.
Check Signature: Council approved the removal of Kristi Armstrong, Cheryl Timm and Aaron Zemlock as authorized OSLC check signers at Associated Bank. Council approved Pastor Jon Strasman, Kasey Konkle, David Zernicke and Susan Schultz as authorized OSLC check signers for the regular checking, Help Fund checking, Scrip checking and money market checking accounts held at Associated Bank. Council approved Andrew Schaller and Graham
Bradley as authorized signers on the OSLC regular checking account held at Associated Bank.

Church Constitution: Needs to be updated
Next Council Meeting: Next meeting Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 7:00 PM.
.

Generous People…
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- Our Mission Statement Gather and grow with God’s spirit in order to love and serve others.

Generous Congregation...

Memorials &
Honorariums
Received
A special thank you to
those who remembered
Dee Klein
Bob Suess

YTD Totals Through January

Budgeted

Actual

Difference

Income

$ 31,702

$ 29,576

$ 2,126

Expenses

$ 36,363

$ 35,219

$ 1,144

February Pastoral Acts...
Baptisms – Melissa Wesloski

Check out our online
donation feature
through Tithe.ly on our
website at
www.our-saviors.org.
Simply click the GIVE
NOW button to see the
different ways you can
give.

.

New Members — Brittany & Graham Stewart, Delaney & Leon
Becky Hirnschall, Benjamin & Jenny Patri, Marcus & Greta Shimon,
Allison & Judd Eastman, Maggie, Emzy & Cal
Pastor Jon & Jeranna Strasman, Annika, Elias, Ezra & Marcella
Neil Laflin & Tim Laflin, Jim & Bev Sund, Melissa Wesloski
Andrea Long, Theodore, Franklin & Morris

Building Fund...
Through January

Remaining on Loan

$121,710.81

Principal Paid on Loan

$ 65,453.28

Total Contributions

$ 2,657.13

Billed on Loan

$ 3,218.98

Paid on Loan Over Billed Amount

$ 62,234.30

March Calendar

.
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Recent Pictures

Pictures from the February Retiree’s event,
where we created heart-shaped wreaths.

Pastor Jon,
giving a
sermon.
.

