
Pastor Jon’s Sermon from Sunday, November 10th, 2019.   

Text: Job 19:23-28 

Job’s Superhero Origin Story 

One of the best-selling genres of movies right now is superheroes and 

villains.  The Joker will be the first Rated R movie to gross over $1 

Billion worldwide.  It has struck a chord with viewers, as dark as it is 

(I saw it with my older son and couldn’t sleep that night), because it 

deals with issues like mental illness, physical and emotional abuse, 

bullying, complicated family relationships, and systemic injustice and 

corruption in government.  The joker is a tragic character who has 

some qualities people seem to relate to.    

Whether it is superheroes or villains, I prefer watching the origin 

stories.  It is always encouraging and hopeful to see how our favorite 

heroes have overcome their painful past and injustices and turned 

them into good.  Peter Parker, Diana, Princess of the Amazon, and 

Bruce Wayne have all overcome something that they use as 

motivation for good.   

Today in our first lesson, we meet one of the greatest superheroes in 

the Jewish and Christian faith.  His name is Job.  It is one of the 

greatest pieces of wisdom literature in the Bible.  You may have heard 

people say, “He or she has the patience of Job” about someone who 

has experienced great suffering or loss… but maintains their faith in 

God.  Throughout the book, Job wrestles with his undeserved 

suffering.    Job addresses the question of “why bad things happen to 

good people.” The book of Job also debunks a simplistic 

understanding of ‘you reap what you sow’ theology… or ‘the measure 

you give is the measure you get’.  That is sometimes true, but not 

always.  The Bible says “The sun rises on good and evil.” 

Unfortunately, the book of Job never gives a direct answer of why the 

righteous suffer… but it asks a lot of the same questions we ask of 

God.  

The book of Job starts off with Job’s origin story.  He had 7 sons and 

3 daughters.  7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 

donkeys, and many servants.  The prologue of the book says that Job 



was the greatest person in all the east… a very wealthy man.  He was 

so good, that after his kids would have big parties, he would go out 

and make sacrifices to God for the sins they may have committed.  

This was a good man.     

One day, Satan had a theory that Job loved God only because of how 

blessed Job was with children and possessions.  So, God allowed 

Satan, which means, accuser, adversary, or obstacle to test Job, but 

not take his life.  One by one, Job experienced disaster after disaster, 

loss after loss, until he lost everything.  Still, Job did not curse God or 

lose his faith.  He questioned it, but never abandoned God. Even his 

wife said, “Job, just Curse God and Die.”  Job said, “The Lord Giveth 

and the Lord Taketh away.”   

After Job’s losses, he had three friends come and visit him.  They sat 

with him in silence for 10 days.  This is the best ministry they could 

have done… a ministry of presence. But then after 10 days, they 

opened their big mouths.  “Job, you must have done something to 

deserve this.”   One by one they accused Job of not being faithful to 

God and causing his pain.  They went back and forth for several 

chapters.  They were definitely not Lutheran, where we believe that 

we are saved by grace through faith on account of Christ alone.  They 

espoused a theology of works righteousness… which was the 

prevailing theology in the Old Testament.     

Then in chapter 19:23-28 of Job, our first lesson for today, Job writes 

his Epitaph. “O that my words were written down! O that they were 

inscribed in a book!  O that with an iron pen and with lead they were 

engraved on a rock forever!  “For I know that my Redeemer lives… I 

shall see God again.”     

In those days, a redeemer was a next of kin who was expected to buy 

back property sold in desperation, or avenge a robbery or murder, and 

redeem one sold into slavery.  This sounds like many of the superhero 

origin stories we have become familiar with… somebody to avenge 

the past hurts.     

Job then speaks of a day, after he dies, that he will put on a 

resurrection body.  That he will see God face to face, ask his 



questions, and God will vindicate him.  Job was one of the first in the 

Old Testament to put forth hope in a bodily resurrection.   

This book of the Bible speaks to us.  We know someone like Job, or it 

may be you.  You have experienced profound losses in your life.  And 

you are still here.   

The God we know is a God who journeys with us in suffering.  As 

Christians, we know our avenger to be Jesus.  His journey from death 

into life is the same journey that we are on.   

So when life seems overwhelming, there is reason for hope.  We are 

people of the resurrection.  We believe that there is still life after 

death.  So when we encounter losses on earth, we too can proclaim 

that our redeemer lives.   

    

 

    


