
Pastor Jon’s Sermon from October 27th, 2019. Reformation Sunday 

Based on Jeremiah 31:31-34, Romans 3:19-28, and John 8:31-36 

 

When I started my call out in Coos Bay, OR, a local Catholic Priest, 

Father Karl Schray, welcomed me to the community with open arms.  

He was one of the priests who felt that it was part of his calling to 

build ecumenical relationships.  On my first Reformation Sunday, 

Father Karl called me before church.  He had just returned from a trip 

to Germany where he toured and studied the reformation and Luther.  

In that conversation, he said please greet your congregation from me 

and tell them that “Luther was right!”  And of course Lutherans and 

Catholics now agree on the doctrine of justification by grace through 

faith.    

So today is Reformation Sunday.  And if I were to sum up the 

Reformation in one word, it would be “grace.”  Grace is God’s 

undeserved love for us in Jesus Christ.  Grace is when you do 

something wrong, you know it, admit it, and are immediately 

forgiven.  Grace is when my Grandpa would always reach in his 

wallet and pull out a 10 and give it to me for no good reason.  At first 

I would protest thinking I didn’t deserve it, but deep down I really 

wanted it. And he wanted to give it.    

For Martin Luther, as a teenager and into his college years, he never 

felt that he was good enough in the eyes of God. He saw God as more 

vengeful than loving.  He struggled with depression.  He felt like he 

had to do something to earn God’s love.     

But when Luther translated the scriptures into the German language as 

a Biblical scholar… especially the book of Romans, he discovered a 

gracious God who grants forgiveness and salvation simply through 

our faith in Jesus Christ.  He discovered that grace is a free gift… not 

something you have to earn or pay for.  So, the first point I want to 

make is that the reformation started with the study of scripture.  The 

same goes for us.  God’s word can change us for the better.  It can 

convict us and drive us to the foot of the cross.     



This is such good news for us today, especially in a world that says 

you have to earn everything. For example, as a parent we teach our 

kids, “If you eat your broccoli then you can have dessert.”  If/then 

language.  In the Bible, this would be like the Sinai covenant.  If you 

follow the laws of Moses… 10 commandments to a tee, you will be 

considered righteous, or in a right relationship with God.  And even 

though Luther meditated on the commandments daily, he always 

knew he couldn’t live up to them.     

The language of grace or the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the New 

Testament is because/therefore language.  Because of what God has 

done for us in Jesus Christ on the cross, we therefore are forgiven and 

set free to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

A viral phrase being thrown around right now in politics and the 

media is “quid pro quo”.  It literally means “something for 

something.”  If you do this for me, I will do this for you.  It is often 

when one person with power exercises quid pro quo over another. In 

my human resources career, I have seen it in the realm of sexual 

harassment trainings.  

But in our lessons for today, there is truly no quid pro quo.  

This is evident in our first lesson from Jeremiah.  Here God chooses to 

make a new covenant with God’s people that is unconditional.  The 

people of Judah and Israel failed at the other covenants God made 

with them. God makes this covenant regardless of how well the 

people will perform. God will write the law on their hearts.  It is a 

covenant where God promises to remember their sins no more.  How 

wonderful is it to know that God forgets our sins? 

This reminds me of a parishioner who taught me the importance of 

taking time to say hello to her in church every Sunday.  I would be 

running around, getting ready for worship, and she would say 

something like, “Fine, don’t say hi.”  And if I didn’t say hi, she would 

tell others, “Pastor doesn’t like me.”  First of all, this isn’t healthy. 

Second, it was transactional.  Later in life, she had developed memory 

loss and lived in a home.  When I got there, she didn’t remember that 

part of our relationship, and was gracious. There is grace in forgetting.  



I think for Christians, there is this false idea that one day we are going 

to figure things out. That one day we will get it right or be good 

enough…that we can earn God’s grace.   

But our Romans lesson for today says we are never going to get it 

right.  We all sin and fall short of the Glory of God.  It is only through 

Jesus’ work on the cross and in the resurrection, that we are set free 

from having to earn our salvation.   

As a result, we have freedom in Christ.  Our Gospel says, if you 

continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will make you free.  Free from what?  Free 

from trying to be perfect. Free from living under the yoke of the law.  

God loves us as we are.  

As a result, when you know you are loved without condition, you can 

be who God made you to be.  You can go out into the world and use 

your gifts to love one another with boldness and confidence.  You 

don’t have to worry if I am good enough. Because you are.   


