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November 2019 

Life Together 
Dear Members and Friends of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Neenah, 
 
Let me take a moment to formally introduce myself.  I am Jon Strasman, your newly called pastor.  But let me 
remind you, that as Lutherans, we believe in the priesthood of all believers.  So that means you are pastors too.  
My formal call in the ELCA is to Word and Sacrament ministry.  So my main job is to make sure the Good News 
of Jesus is proclaimed in all that we say and do, and that the sacraments are graciously given according to the 
teachings of the church.  
    
I am a Wisconsinite by trade.  I grew up in Merrill, WI.  My dad was an electrical contractor and my mom was a 
pre-school teacher.  I attended Merrill High School and went to UW-Eau Claire for business administration.  
From there, I worked for Wausau Insurance Companies in Wausau, WI, for 6+ years in Human Resources.  This 
work prepared me to be a pastor, because nothing surprises me about the human condition anymore.  I had to 
deal with all kinds of people and problems.  During my stint with Wausau, they moved me to Syracuse, NY, to 
get field experience.  While there, I attended Syracuse University for an executive MBA program.  Before I fin-
ished, Wausau Insurance moved me back to the home office.  I hope to finish that degree someday.  
  
While in Syracuse, I met the love of my life, Jeranna Younker.  We met at a bar called Mulroony’s.  I was out with 
a friend and so was she.  We didn’t exchange numbers that night, but a few months later I was walking through 
the five-story Carousel Mall when I received a tap on the shoulder.  It was her.  The rest is history.  We have 
been married 22 years now and have 4 children.  Annika is 17, Elias is 15, Ezra is 12, and Marcella is 3.  We re-
ceived Marcella as a foster child at 2 months old.  She is now 3 and we are her legal guardians.  
  
Backing up a little, I went to Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA.  During that time, Jeranna worked 
as a Special Education Teacher in Potosi, WI.  This helped get us through seminary without debt.  By the way, 
she has a Masters in Special Education from Syracuse University, but is currently staying home with Marcella.  
Someday she may work again outside the home.  But Dr. Phil says, “a stay at home parent is the equivalent of 
two full-time jobs.”  
  
Did you know that the word “Semin” in Latin means “seed.”  So seminary is a seed-planting factory.  Therefore,   
I view a lot of my work in ministry as seed planting.  And sometimes those seeds 
take a long time to germinate.  But I have seen it happen over the 16 years I have 
spent in ministry.  God continues to surprise me by awakening and creating faith in 
the young and old when the Word of God is shared and grace is offered through the 
sacraments.  
  
I look forward to getting to know all of you over the years.  I hope to get some Bible 
studies going and re-energize small groups in the congregation.  Also, if you would 
like a pastoral visit, please call the church office.  I will follow up right away.  Even-
tually I hope to get out to all our homebound folks and work with the visitation minis-
try to get things humming again.  Please be patient, but don’t be afraid to ask for 
communion or a pastoral call.  Don’t hesitate to ask for what you need.  
  
Peace, 

Pastor Jon Strasman  

809 South Commercial Street 
Neenah, WI 54956 

Service Times 
Sat. 5:00 p.m.— Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Office Hours: M-Th 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Fri. 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
Phone Number: 920-725-3956 

Our  
Savior’s 
Lutheran 
Church 
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Sunday School  

This month’s lesson: Ten Men 
Healed/Advent and Christmas 
 
Announcements: 
There will be no Sunday School 
Sunday, December 1. We hope 
you enjoy Thanksgiving week-
end spending time with your 
family! 
 
Our Christmas Program is Sun-
day, December 8

, 
at the 10:30 

a.m. service. We will begin re-
hearsals on Sunday, November 
17, so please be sure to attend 
on Sundays if you are able! Al-
so, please mark your calendars 
for Saturday, December 7 at 
9:15 a.m., as we will be holding 
a dress rehearsal.  

First Communion- If you have 
a child who is in 2

nd
 Grade or 

above and has not yet received 
First Communion, they are invit-
ed to come and share in the 
sacrament here at Our Savior’s! 
There will be a class for those 
who will be communing, along 
with their parents or guardians, 
on Sunday, November 10 from 
9:15-10:15 a.m. First Com-
munion will be celebrated on 
Sunday, November 17

 
at the 

10:30 service. 

Youth & Sunday School News... 
Confirmation/Youth News 

 

October was a busy month for our Youth program! We had our first 
Youth event, where the students had an opportunity to help as-
semble kits for Lutheran World Relief. It was a fun afternoon of 
service for all! On October 30, our 6

th
 – 8

th
 grade Confirmation stu-

dents met together and carved pumpkins before class.  
 
Announcements: 
The Holiday Acolyte Schedule is up! Please find a holiday service 
for your student to acolyte at that is most convenient for you and 
your family. The sign up is available at www.signup.com 
 
Wednesday, December 4, we will be combining our traditions 
of the Advent Intergenerational project and Christmas Giving pro-
ject. Come to church at 4:00 to make a project for a family at 
church, as well as your own! There will be treats, crafts, and an 
Advent service to follow. All are welcome! 

 

Calling All High Schoolers 

We are thrilled to announce that Our Savior’s will be starting up a 
Youth Group for students grades 9-12! Beginning this month, we 
will meet every other Wednesday from 7:00-8:30 for an evening of 
worship and fun!  
 
We will kick off our year on Wednesday, November 20 at 7:00 p.m. 
with a Thanksgiving-themed night! If you like music, baking, and 
eating, you won’t want to miss it. Feel free to bring a friend!  
Contact Colleen Welsh with any questions at cwelsh@our-
saviors.org 
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Join Us—New    
Bible Class Begins 
 
Come and grow in your disci-
pleship with an Advent Bible 
Study.  The study begins on 
Sunday, December 1, from 9:15 
to 10:15AM, in the Church Li-
brary. Pastor Jon will use the 
book, Contrast Community: 
Practicing the Sermon on the 
Mount by James L. Bailey, as a 
backdrop for the class. Dr. Bai-
ley was Pastor Jon’s New Tes-
tament Professor at Wartburg 
Seminary in Dubuque, IA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chili Supper       
Information 

Due to the lack of volunteers, 
the 2019 Annual Chili Supper is 
cancelled.  We will reassess 
interest in 2020.  Please share 
this information with all those 
who you know to be regular at-
tendees, but who may not re-
ceive this notice. 

Outreach Opportunities... 
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” - Yes, YOU can make a         
difference! Here are some opportunities to share God’s 

love in our community. 
 
 
 

Christmas Church Events 
 

Mark your calendars now to join us for: 
- Decorating the church for the Christmas season!  We will gather 
Friday evening, December 6, at 5:30 p.m. to decorate.  Watch for 
the clipboard to go around church and then be found in the Gather-
ing Area. Please sign up for snacks. 
 

- Caroling to the homebound folks on Sunday, December 8, from 
3:30 to 5:15 p.m. We will meet at church. Watch for the clipboard to 
go around church and then be found in the Gathering Area.  
 

Thanks from your Worship Committee!  Questions? Contact Ardy 
Kreuter, at akreuter@new.rr.com or 470-4701. 
 

Intergenerational Project/Christmas  
Giving 

As we move toward Christmas, there are many time-honored tradi-
tions here at Our Savior’s. Two of these traditions are the annual 
Advent Intergenerational Project and Christmas Giving project. This 
year, to kickstart the season of Advent, we will be joining these tra-
ditions together. Individuals and families are invited to come to 
church on Wednesday, December 4 at 4:00 p.m. to make “Give & 
Take” projects. Come and create an Advent-themed project for 
your home, and a special handmade project for members of our 
congregation who have lost a loved one this year.  
 

We will cap off the evening with our first Wednesday Advent ser-
vice. 
 

This evening is geared toward people of all ages, so all are wel-
come and encouraged to come! What better way to begin the 
Christmas season than with fellowship, music, service, food, and 
worship? Join us! 

 

Sing for Lessons & Carols 
 

Want to sing with the Chancel Choir but not regularly?  Join us for 
Lessons and Carols December 14-15 at all three services and 
Christmas Eve, December 24, at 5:00 pm.  Rehearsals for the mu-
sic will begin Wednesday, November 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Music 
Room.  We will practice that music first. Questions? Contact Ardy 
Kreuter, director at akreuter@new.rr.com or 470-4701. 

mailto:akreuter@new.rr.com
mailto:akreuter@new.rr.com
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Women’s Book 
Club 

 

The book club at OSLC wel-
comes you to join our friendly 
group of 10 to 12 women.  We 
generally meet at 6:30 p.m. on 
the fourth Tuesday of each 
month in the church library. This 
month we meet on November 
26. Stop into the church office to 
pick up this month’s book selec-
tion, and come join us!   
 
 

Prayer Shawl   
Ministry  

 

We meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 9:30 am. Prayer 
shawls are shared for many rea-
sons – weddings, baptisms and 
hospitalizations, to name a 
few.  We need you so we can 
continue to spread the  strength 
of prayer though this ministry.  If 
you like to knit or crochet, won’t 
you consider joining us? 

 

Men’s Breakfasts 
 

Our  Men’s Bible study meets 
on the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month at 8:00 a.m. 
in the meeting room of Perkins 
Restaurant in Neenah.  We 
begin with breakfast and then 
watch/discuss a DVD put out by 
Men’s Network or Christian 
Books. We routinely have be-
tween five and 10 men attend 
each week. This month we will 
only meet on  November 9. All 
men are welcome. Contact is 
Ken Schmidt. 

Groups & Events... 
 
 

Esther and Rebekah Circles  
 

Our Savior’s has two active Circle groups that meet monthly for 
Bible study. Both groups do the Bible study out of the ‘Gathering’ 
magazine. Participants can get a subscription or there are a few on 
the kiosk near the office.  

The Esther Circle meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 
a.m. in the lounge. This month they meet on November 12. Con-
tact person is Jackie Hartmann. The Rebekah Circle meets once a 
month, usually on a Tuesday, at 10:30 a.m. in the lounge. The date 
is determined at each study. Contact person is Chris Dieck-
Hillegas. 

 

 

Retirees and Friends 
 

Come join us for some fun!  Anyone is welcome.  We will be meet-
ing the first Monday of each month. The next meeting will be Mon-
day, November 4, from 1:00-2:30 p.m. in the church gym.  We will 
be playing Bunco and Jokers. Hope to see you all there.  
 
Mark your calendar now—December’s meeting will be on Decem-
ber 2 from 12:00 to 2:00. Please join us for our potluck and Christ-

mas party. Contact is Joan Terry. 
 
 
 
 

Mission Quilters 
 

Our Savior's church 
members went to Gua-
temala in April to help 
build homes. At the 
dedication, quilts made 
by our Mission Quilters 
were presented to two 
families who were very 
happy to receive them. 
 
November Quilt 
Date is Thursday, 
November 7 at 1:00 
p.m. Come join us! If 
you can tie a knot, 
you can quilt. 

Contact is Nancy Freier, 920-727-0997. 
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NOTICE OF FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The Annual Fall Congregational Meeting will be held at 9:15 a.m. 
in the sanctuary on Sunday, November 3, 2019.  Please plan to 
attend this meeting to conduct church business and to hear what 

Pastor Jon’s visions are for OSLC. 

 
Don’t Forget to Fall Back 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 3, at 2:00 a.m. 

Remember to turn your clocks back on Saturday night so you 

aren’t REALLY early for church on Sunday! 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

We are in need of folks to volunteer for various 2020 delegate po-
sitions.  They include: 
- Crossways Camps: two delegates needed.  Attend Crossways’ 
annual meeting and be the conduit by which they share infor-
mation with OSLC. 
- Fox Valley Lutheran Homes: two delegates needed.  Attend 
FVLH’s annual meeting and be the conduit by which they share 
information with OSLC. 
- Synod Assembly:  one adult male delegate needed.  Attend the 
Synod Assembly May 15-16, 2020 in Oshkosh. 
 
To volunteer, please contact Office Manager, Kasey Konkle, 
ASAP. We’ll put your name on the ballot for the Fall Congregation-
al Meeting! 

 
Church Security 

 
Our security system is in full effect now, and we want to remind 
you that if you need access to the building outside of office hours, 
please contact Office Manager Kasey Konkle to get your access 
set up.  
 
The carport entrance is currently to be left locked; however, ushers 
will gladly open those doors for anyone who would choose to use 
that entrance. This will just be until we get and install the additional 
key pad and lock system for that door. Please be patient during 
this transition. We will keep you updated on the status of that en-
trance.  
 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 

 
Join us on November 20 for 
Thanksgiving Eve worship at 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Fox Valley          
Lutheran Homes 

News 
 
We would like to invite you to 
attend Advent worship services 
at 11:30 AM on Wednesdays, 
Dec 4th,11th and 18

th
, followed 

by a luncheon in Linwood Com-
mons, 425 N. Linwood Avenue 
in Appleton.  We are asking our 
conference congregations if they 
would like to support us by 
providing and/or serving at one 
of the luncheons.  Historically, 
the luncheon has been a variety 
of soup but we are open to other 
menu ideas.  While tasty food is 
important, the true value of 
these gatherings is to allow all of 
us an opportunity for Christian 
fellowship.  Please contact Lynn 
Ann at 920-734-7225 or at 
lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com if 
you would like to help or have 
questions. 
 
 

Snowbirds 
  

Are you getting ready to head 
south for the winter? Please be 
sure to contact the church office 
(725-3956) with your address 
and the dates of your departure 
and return so we can update our 
records. 

In Other News... 

mailto:lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Council Meeting Minutes                                                                                               

October 8, 2019 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Jon is meeting people.  Doing ministry by being present at events.  Visita-
tions.  Will continue Island Shores ministry.  Working with Colleen on confirmation planning/banquet.  
Three baptisms planned.  Meeting with staff and staffing needs. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Unified budget income down.  Custodian supplies over budget.    
 
2019 Membership/Attendance Reports:  Attendance trending down past four years. 
 
Ministry Team Reports: 
 

Building and Grounds:  Steve Gries getting quotes for heating system. 
Retirees and Friends:  First monthly social held on Monday Oct 27.  27 people attended. 
Evangelism, Marketing, Communication & Technology:  New member brochure needs to be 
updated.  Looking into camera to videotape service.  APP use.  Moving towards new CHMS 
(Church Management System) in Jan 2020.  Members will entry their own data into the new sys-
tem. 
Finance:  Meeting Oct 9.  Preparing 2020 budget.  Stewardship plan. 
Personnel:  Meeting Oct 9.  Review wage increase for staff. 
Security and Safety:  Met on Sept 27.  Homeless woman has moved on.  Memorial request 
approved for carport security door.  Ben is Kasey’s back-up.  Next meeting Oct 9.  Need to deter-
mine who will be the crisis communication/PR person.  Outside music groups – implemented new 
key codes.  Need to work on building use agreement.  Review insurance rider. 
Worship and Music:  Met Oct 1.  Reviewed worship setting.  Installation of Pastor Jon will be 
Nov 17 at 10:30.  It is ok to project words on the screen.  Christmas Program will be Dec 8.  Lesson 
and Carol will be Dec 14-15. 
Worship Volunteers:  Kristi to follow up with Kasey on new volunteers. 
 

Old Business:  Will be removing suggestion box.  Suggestions can be submitted in person. 
 

New Business: 
 
Chili Supper:  Will be cancelled this year. Will regroup.  Announcement will be put in the 
Voice 
Property/Liability Insurance Renewal: $900 increase.  Policy runs from Sept 1 to Aug 31.  
Switching policy terms so don’t pay premium during summer.  Also will get quotes from other com-
panies to compare. 
Employee Health Insurance Election: Silver plan – 4% increase.   
Nursery Staffing/Functioning:  Looking into hiring 2 people per service to sit in the nursery.  
Help with growth.  Will bring recommendation to personnel committee.  Look into software to sign in 
kids. 
Congregational Meeting:  November 3, 2019 – between services 
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   - Our Mission Statement - 
Gather and grow with God’s spirit in order to love and serve others. 

September Pastoral Acts... 

 

Baptisms –  Jaxon Michael Prahl 
                         

Funerals –  Leonard Erickson, Marilyn Jacobson and         
Betty Rammer                            

 

New Members — None                                                         
 

Weddings—None 

Generous Congregation... 
 
 

YTD Totals Through September 

                        Budgeted        Actual        Difference 

      Income         $316,725        $331,723        $14,998 

      Expenses      $329,998        $306,297        $23,701 

                                    

Building Fund... 

Through September 
 

         Remaining on Loan                             $251,035.06 
 
         Principal Paid on Loan                       $101,726.64 
 
 

         Total Contributions                             $  98,496.53 
 
 
         Billed on Loan                                     $  28,970.82 
 
        Paid on Loan Over Billed Amount      $  72,755.82 

Generous People…                

So Much Gratitude! 
 

Thank you, everyone, for       

another year of generous giving 

to Lutheran World Relief. OSLC 

funded many needed supplies, 

thanks to the LWR “noisy coin” 

offerings on three separate 

weekends. We’ve also had 

many people "behind the 

scenes” who’ve dropped off 

supplies, made diapers, school 

bags, blankets, hand-knit baby 

sweaters, and searched thrift 

stores and rummage sales for 

useful items. Thanks also to the 

adults and confirmation youths 

who assembled 40 personal 

care kits, 40 baby care kits, and 

65 school kits!  

Want to be involved in this   

ministry? Donations are        

welcome all year round. Simply 

drop off monetary gifts with our 

church secretary, or put donated 

items into the LWR bin in the 

closet across from the office. 

Contact Ann Pokel 

(wapokel@gmail.com) if you 

have questions. Thanks again 

for your faithful support            

of LWR! 

mailto:wapokel@gmail.com
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LWR Pictures 

Above are our 
youth putting to-
gether Lutheran 
World Relief kits to 
be sent around the 
world. To the left is 
the delivery of our 
quilts to the LWR 
trucks. 


