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“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has                  
risen upon you.” -Isaiah 60:1 

        
Welcome to the season of Epiphany at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. It is a season 
where we celebrate the many bright spots of Christ’s light shining in our church. 
 
Sometimes it seems like there is a preponderance of bad news in our world as com-
pared to good news. But that is simply not true. We just don’t hear much good news. 
That is why I always pay close attention to the last few minutes of ABC World News 
Tonight with David Muir. He offers great examples of light shining in the darkness. 
 
John’s Gospel speaks true and hopeful words. “The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.” -John 1:5 
        

Yes! The light of Christ is alive and well in your congregation.                           
The Light Shines: 

 
- In our Sunday School, where dedicated teachers, each and every week, engage our 
children to be disciples helping them grow as Christians. What a joy to watch their 
Christmas program in December. 
- With Colleen and some great teachers who engage our middle school students in our 
Confirmation program as they assist these young people to discern what it means to 
“reaffirm their Baptismal Covenant.” 
- Where our mission oriented adults continue to plan for their trip to Guatemala, bring-
ing the light of Christ. The light shines as you continue your financial support for this 
endeavor. 
- With your church as it continues to offer free meeting space to two different AA 
groups. The light shines as we assist people to have new beginnings. 
- With our Call Committee. Soon they will begin the process of interviewing candidates 
to serve as your new Pastor. At our Annual Meeting in February an update will be 
shared. 
- With you - yes you - the light will shine as you pray, give of your time and talents, and 
do your part in this corner of Christ’s kingdom. 
 
The light is shining and will continue to shine. 
 

God Bless you and your loved ones, 
                                                             

Interim Pastor Dennis E. Ellisen 
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Confirmation News 

We hope you all had a won-
derul Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year! Confirmation clas-
ses for grades 6-8 will resume 
on Wednesday, January 9

th
.  

Looking Forward 
 
Sunday, January 13

th
  

Please join us from 9:15-10:15 
a.m. Thrivent will be coming in 
for a presentation on financial 
planning for students. High 
school students are especial-
ly encouraged to attend. 
 
Wednesday, January 30 
We will be attending the 2019 
Unity Worship Service on Janu-
ary 30! We will load a bus at 
church at 5:30 p.m., and will 
return to church around 8:30 
p.m.  

 

 

Sunday School 
News 

 

Thank you to all the children 
who participated in this year’s 
Christmas program. Everyone 
did a fantastic job! Thank you to 
the volunteers who helped and 
directed the program, and 
thanks to the Sunday school 
teachers who practiced with the 
kids in their classrooms. Spe-
cial thanks to Kristin Curtis, 
Kristin Ely-Bluemke, Judy 
Trachte, Sarah Trachte, Johna-
than Trachte (sound) and Ber-
die Golden (music). We could-
n’t have this wonderful program 
without our volunteers! 
 

Please note that Sunday 
School begins again on Janu-
ary 6. See you all then! 

Youth & General News... 
Mini-Classes Offered 

 

Grades 1/2 —January 6 at 9:15.‘What is Baptism?’ will be held for 
children in grades one and two and their parents. 
 
Grades 3-5—January 20 at 9:15. “What Was When?’ will be held 
for children in grades three through five and their parents. 
 
All children will be honored at the 10:30 worship service after their 
mini-class session. 
 

 
 

Ordination at OSLC 
 

On January 26
th
, Dara Clifford will be ordained to the ELCA Minis-

try of Word and Sacrament at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Neenah at 11:00 am.  The Rev. Gerald Mansholt, Bishop of the 
East Central Synod of Wisconsin (ELCA) will preside.  Rev. Dennis 
E. Ellisen, Interim Pastor at Our Savior’s, will preach. This will be 
quite the celebration.   
 
On this day, the normal 5:00 p.m. service will be cancelled.  Those 
who normally worship at the Saturday evening service are encour-
aged to attend at 11:00 am.  In addition, all Sunday worshipers are 
encouraged to attend as well.  Please mark your calendars and 
plan to congratulate and celebrate with Rev. Dara Clifford. 
 

 

A Secure Church is a Safer Church 
 

Aaron Zemlock, church member and former council member, will 
be conducting a training between services on January 20

th
. As 

many of you have heard or read, no place is immune from the dan-
gers of individuals seeking to cause harm to others. While we will 
continue to remain an open and welcoming church, it is essential 
that we increase both the physical security of the church itself as 
well as teach our members how to recognize and respond to these 
threats. 
 
All members are welcome to this training session and are encour-
aged to do so. The discussion will be centered around the imple-
mentation of our new security system as well as ways to recognize 
and respond to those who may intend to harm us. The threat of an 
active shooter or assaultive person is never an easy subject to talk 
about; however, like any other known risk (fires, tornadoes, etc.), 
we need to prepare.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there on the 20

th
. 
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Annual Meeting 
 

The Congregational Annual 
Meeting will be held between 
services on Sunday, February 
10, 2019.  Please plan to attend 
this meeting to approve the 
church’s 2019 budget, to hear 
about the call process status, to 
learn about ministry team 
changes and much more.  

There will also be two budget 
review sessions ahead of the 
Annual Meeting for you to learn 
more information or ask ques-
tions. They are January 27 and 
February 3 at 9:15 a.m. We 
look forward to seeing you 
there. 

 
FVLH News 

 

Happy New Year! We have two 
new staff members this January 
that weren’t here a year ago 
and nine new tenants! Many 
faces have changed in the last 
year. We are getting a new 
roof; hopefully it’s in place by 
the time you are reading this! 
AND we have an exciting spring 
ahead of us. We have been of-
fered a $50,000 matching grant!  
 
We have three vacancies, both 
1 and 2 bedrooms, on the 2

nd
 

and 3
rd

 floors. Call Becky at 734
-7225 to make an appointment 
to see either or both apartments 
Come for a tour and get on our 
waiting list, even if this isn’t the 
time for you to make a move. 
 
We at Fox Valley Lutheran 
Homes are thankful for you! 
 
Becky Luett, Deacon 
Executive Director 

Outreach Opportunities... 
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” - Yes, YOU can make a         
difference! Here are some opportunities to share God’s 

love in our community. 
 
 
 

Supporting Our Missions 
 
Summer Mission Trip 
It’s time to start thinking summer AND our next mission trip.  Inter-
ested in taking a trip with a purpose?  If you’re ages 12 to 99 years 
old, come to the initial mission trip planning meeting on Wednes-
day, January 23, at 6:30 P.M.  
 
B-I-N-G-O BASH! 
Our Guatemala mission group is having a B-I-N-G-O party on Sat-
urday, January 26, from 1:00 – 4:00 P.M. at Cedars Bar & Grill, 
1330 S. Commercial St., Neenah.  Join us for a fun afternoon of 
bingo games, a taco bar, drink specials, and a 50/50 raffle (must be 
present to win).  Seating is limited – come early! All proceeds will 
be used for our 2019 Guatemala mission trip.  Thank you for sup-
porting OSLC’s mission work! 
 
Start the New Year off right – Join our Quilting Mission! 
We warmly welcome all who want to make a difference  in blanket-
ing the  world with quilts!  Our mantra is, "Those who have nothing 
will at least have a quilt!"  
 
We  have  a  storehouse  of  donated  fabrics  ready  to  cut to size. 
The  pieces  are sewn  together  into quilt  tops and bottoms. Next, 
we put them onto quilt frames and  'sandwich' them with  batting, 
and tie the layers together with yarn. (If you can tie a knot, you can 
tie a quilt!)  After being tied, the  edges are  neatly serged,  and the 
finished quilts are folded and put into boxes for shipping out in the 
Fall to Lutheran  World Services for  distribution.  No sewing  expe-
rience  is necessary!  Please consider joining us!  Come for all or 
part of the time. We’ll see you there!  
Nancy Freier, President, OSLC Mission Quilters 
 
P.S.  We graciously  accept your  donations  of  fabrics  suitable for 
quilting.  You may  drop them off in our bin any time the church  of-
fice is open. Thank you! 
 
 

New Year’s Resolution  
 

Have you made your New Year’s Resolution to do one volunteer 
activity at church yet?  Hope you will consider joining one of the 
choirs.  As some members take off to warmer places, we need to 
fill those positions.  Chancel Choir rehearses every Wednesday 
from 7-8 p.m. and Joyful Noise rehearses ever Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 
except the first weekend of the month. Contact Ardy Kreuter or Ber-
die Golden for more information! 
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Men’s Breakfasts 
 

The men’s Bible study meets on 

the second and fourth Saturday 

of every month.  We meet at 

8:00 a.m. in the meeting room of 

Perkins Restaurant across from 

Wal-Mart.  This month we meet 

on January 12 and 26. Come 

and join us. All men welcome. 

 
 
 

 

OSLC Mission 
Quilters  

 

Come see how much fun we 
have! This month we meet in 
the church gym on: 
 

January 3, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

January 17, 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 
p.m. 

 
 
 

Women’s Book 
Club 

 

The book club at OSLC wel-
comes you to join our friendly 
group of 10 to 12 women.  We 
generally meet at 6:30 p.m. on 
the fourth Tuesday of each 
month in the church library. This 
month we meet on January 22. 
Come join us!   

Groups & Events... 
Join a Ministry Team & Share in  Our 

Life Together 
 

Most of the committees from years past are non-existent; we’re all 
busy and it’s hard to commit to weekly/monthly meetings and long 
term roles.  With that in mind, we are re-thinking the way we do 
ministry.  Our goal is to have teams of 5 – 7 people who are pas-
sionate about these specific areas.  Each team will determine the 
needs of the ministry and how often to come together – whether in 
person or via email, text, online.  We don’t want people to ‘meet 
just to meet’.  Quite the contrary, we want people to join together to 
make our ministries vibrant, relevant and impactful. 
 

The Ministry Teams 
Building & Grounds – Oversee building needs, manage upcoming 
projects and repairs, define and prioritize future needs to keep our 
facility running smoothly. Team Members: Steve Gries (lead) - 
sgries@griesarchitectural.com, Chris Swender, Kevin Schabo 
 

Care & Connect – Grace, mercy and love are at the heart of our 
life together.  This team will organize activities to connect people 
with similar interests, passions and place in life as well as ways for 
us to care for one another – welcoming get-togethers, Lenten soup 
suppers, coffee hour or maybe by providing meals to members dur-
ing life’s ups & downs, etc. Team Members: Kristi Armstrong - kris-
tiarmstrong3@gmail.com, Melissa Wadleigh 
 

Eldercare - Doing what we can to help our aging members stay 
active in and feel connected to our church family is vital. Planning 
enjoyable outings, remembering the homebound, taking Holy Com-
munion and the Word of God to those who are recovering from ill-
ness, are shut-ins, or are residents in area nursing homes are just 
some of the ways we do this. Team Members: Joan Terry (lead) 
jterry@kcc.com, Ruthie Melzer, Barb Klamm 
 

Evangelism, Marketing, Communication, Technology – Share 
what OSLC has to offer with our members, visitors and community 
through various media types; spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ in new, creative, relevant ways. Team Members: Andrew 
Schaller (lead) schaller.andrew@gmail.com, Debbie Burmeister, 
Dean Doersch, Todd Hagner, Jennifer Hurley, Marcie Kimmes, Ad-
am Kreuter, Kevin Schabo  
 

Finance – Yearly budgeting, overseeing the church’s finances and 
being good stewards with the financial gifts we receive is the focus 
of this team. Team members: Tim Moe (lead) - timann-
moe@gmail.com, Pastor Dennis, Sue Schultz, Bill Lamb, Marcie 
Kimmes, Vicki Meinke 
 

Learn & Grow - Our faith doesn’t just happen overnight; it’s a life-
long journey from birth until death. The Learn & Grow team will  
 
 
(cont. on page 5) 
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provide materials, resources and opportunities to nurture and grow in our faith. Team Members: Chris 
Wilharm (lead) - wilharm97@yahoo.com, Karen Schilke, Chris Crum, Colleen Welsh, Ruth Melzer 
 

Personnel – Their role is to review the OSLC Employee Handbook and compensation packages for all 
employees; handle any employment issues or concerns. Team Members: Sue Schultz - 
nealsueschultz@gmail.com, Charlie Fredrickson, Suzanne Hietala, Joe Pudlowski, Pastor Dennis  
 

Safety & Security – This team is looking at ways to keep our members safe during worship and church 
events through building security, volunteer background checks, our child-safe policy and training. 
Team Members: Aaron Zemlock (lead) - zemlock@gmail.com, Kasey Konkle – staff administrator, Ben 
Lochner, Chris Swender - building  
 

Serve & Reach – Feeding the hungry, helping those in need, sharing our time in the community and 
sending groups to get dirty doing good (mission trips) are at the center of this team’s ministry. 
Team members: Marcie Kimmes (lead) - mkimmes@our-saviors.org, Alan Dordel, Carmen Hass, Carol 
Swannell, Rich & Pam Garman 
 

Worship & Music - Help plan spirit-filled worship services using meaningful liturgy, prayers, readings 
and music.  Team Members: Kim Jannusch (lead) - kpopp@new.rr.com, Lori Hein, Sue Engelbert, Rob-
erta Golden, Ardy Kreuter, Graham Bradley, Christine Rondeau, Pastor Dennis 
 

Worship Volunteers:  It takes a team to make a worship service happen – from the tech booth to 
readers, to ushers, to greeters, and let’s not forget communion and altar guild.  There are plenty of are-
as to get involved. Team Members: Kristi Armstrong (lead) kristiarmstrong3@gmail.com, Tom Berven, 
Christine Rondeau, Sue Schultz, Cindy Coy, Pam Vorland 
 

Youth – Get a little crazy and have a lot of fun all while sharing God’s grace with our middle & high 
schoolers.  Help plan monthly youth events, outings, movie nights, and lock-in. Team Members: Chris 
Crum - christina.crum@thedacare.org, Colleen Welsh, Angie Schabo  
 

So what inspires you or gives you a sense of purpose? What can you offer to your church family?  
Please spend some time praying then talk with any of the people already committed to moving our min-
istries forward.  On January 12 and 13, there will be an opportunity to join a team in the Gathering Area. 
GO TEAM! 
 

2019 Church Council Officers 
 

 President   Sue Schultz   nealsueschultz@gmail.com 
 Secretary   Joan Terry   jterry@kcc.com 
 Treasurer   Andrew Schaller  schaller.andrew@gmail.com 
 Financial Secretary  Carla Weiss   carlaweiss66@gmail.com 

 
Council Members on Ministry Teams 

 Building & Grounds  Kevin Schabo   kevinschabo@gmail.com  
 Care & Connect (inward) Kristi Armstrong  kristiarmstrong3@gmail.com 
 Elder Care   Joan Terry   jterry@kcc.com 
 Evang., Comm., Tech. Andrew Schaller  schaller.andrew@gmail.com 
 Finance   Sue Schultz    nealsueschultz@gmail.com 
 Learn & Grow   Chris Crum    christina.crum@thedacare.org 
 Personnel   Sue Schultz   nealsueschultz@gmail.com 
 Security and Safety   Ben Lochner   lochnerbg@yahoo.com 
 Serve & Reach (outreach) Marcie Kimmes (staff)  mkimmes@our-saviors.org 
 Worship & Music  Graham Bradley  grbradle@hotmail.com 
 Worship Volunteers  Kristi Armstrong  kristiarmstrong3@gmail.com 
 Youth    Chris Crum   christina.crum@thedacare.org 
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You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
     ~ Matthew 19:19 

 

Generous People... 

 

Blessed to Be a Blessing! 
 

A big thank you to the folks 
who went caroling to the Care 
Facilities.  You sounded won-
derful!  The residents sure do 

appreciate our coming. It brings 
a smile to their faces!!           

We also had a nice, hardwork-
ing group who decorated the 
trees and church.  Wonderful 

job! Team work at its best! 
Thanks to Joan Terry for deco-
rations and pizza and T-shirts 

from a grant. Watch for the 
date and time for takedown in 

January. 
-Ardy 

  
 
 

Thank You! 
 

The Christmas Cookie Sale 
was a big hit!  At the writing of 

this article, our Guatemala  
mission group is getting ready 

to bake over 1,500 good-
ies.  Thank you for supporting 
this group as they prepare to 

build two homes for very      
deserving families in March. 

Generous Congregation... 
 
 

Unified Budget YTD Through November 

                              Budgeted                   Actual   

       Income           $399,666.67            $339,551.36 

       Expenses         $399.536.24            $402,641.17 

                                $       130.43            $  63,089.81) 

Special  

Offerings ... 
 

Noisy Coin 
 
 

Hams 

$1,235.19 
 

 

Building Fund... 

Through November 
 

         Remaining on Loan                             $358,348.55 
 
         Principal Paid on Loan                       $133,233.83 
 
 

         Total Contributions                             $187,344.85 
 
 
         Billed on Loan                                     $  35,408.78 
 
        Paid on Loan Over Billed Amount      $  97,825.05 

Generous People…Volunteers            January 2019 

 
Check out our online 

donation feature called 
‘Simply Giving’ on our 

website at        
www.our-saviors.org 


